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Why does reading matter?



How will we champion reading as a vital life skill?

• Reading for Pleasure

• Consistent approach to reading across the curriculum

• Reading intervention



READING
FOR 

PLEASURE



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time 
Guided Reading
Our academy values the 
importance of reading and the 
positive impact it has on young 
people’s lives. UNESCO 
(The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization) states ‘the 
“multiplier effect” of literacy 
empowers people, enables them 
to participate fully in society and 
contributes to improve livelihoods’. 
Our form time reading programme 
embraces these principles through 
developing core reading skills 
which will be built upon across the 
curriculum.

VISION and AIMS

• Increase fluency, engagement and 
enjoyment of reading.

• Improve reading comprehension.

• Build character amongst our students.

• Embrace diversity through empathising 
with characters.

• Support the wellbeing of our students 
through a shared reading journey.

• Close the vocabulary gap between 
students of all backgrounds.

• Empower our staff to be reading role 
models. 



What is Form Time Guided 
Reading?

It is a programme which shares the 
experience of reading between form 

tutors and students to develop 
reading comprehension and 

vocabulary.

Each form will complete guided 
reading for 10 minutes during three 

sessions per week. 

Books will be read over the course of 
two terms in Y7 & 8 and three terms in 

Y9 & 10 on rotation. 



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time 
Guided Reading.
Time Form Tutor: Students:
1 minute Ask students to summarise the pages read during 

the previous session.

Ask students to share responses with a partner 

before choosing 2 or 3 students to share with the 

rest of the class. 

Recall main points from the chapters 

read in the previous session.

Share their summary with a partner/ 

whole class.

8 minutes • Model reading the first paragraph aloud to 

students.

• Choose students to read aloud.

• Listen for the mispronunciation of words.

• Clarify any potential misunderstandings.

• Direct students to the definition of tier two 

vocabulary (refer to the PowerPoint slides)

Follow the lines being read with a ruler.

Carefully listen to the story in order to 

make a prediction at the end of the 

session.

Read aloud if selected.

1 minute Ask students to predict what will happen next.

The Form Tutor may choose to model an example 

prediction or give clues regarding characters or 

plot. 

Share prediction with a partner.

Share prediction with whole class if 

selected. 



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time Guided 
Reading

Tier Two vocabulary

Each book will have a Vocabulary 
PowerPoint.

Vocabulary will be organised into 
chapters.

Please display the relevant slides 
as you read and discuss the 
vocabulary e.g.,
Did students already know the 
word?
What words have a similar 
definition?



Deliberate vocabulary development (p72-73)



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time Guided 
Reading 



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time 
Guided Reading



Reading for Pleasure: Form Time 
Guided Reading
Administration
Hand out the books at the beginning of form time- please 
do not let the students take the books home.

Please keep the books safely in the box provided- the box is 
only to be used to store the class readers as these will be 
taken to another form at the end of the rotation.

Boxes can be collected at the end of the session:
Y7,9 and 10 from the English office.
Y8 from the copier room next to the English office.



READING 
ACROSS THE

CURRICULUM





All reading material is planned into the curriculum for 2022-
23:

PowerPoints should not be read to students- students should 
have access to the content throughout the lesson.

Reading material must be appropriate for students’ reading 
age so they can access the material and be stretched.

Reading material needs to be accompanied with a DART 
activity so students are able to comprehend texts whilst 
developing strategies to make them independent learners.



READING 
INTERVENTION



SCHA Reading Intervention pathways for 
our bottom 20%. 



How you can support our bottom 20% in the classroom.

These students have been identified as requiring 
support with reading:

They are in the bottom 20% nationally.

They have a reading age of less than 8 years old.

They struggle with either ENGLISH SKILLS or 
COMPREHENSION.

Strategies to support these students are explicitly 
indicated on the class profile. 



How can you support our bottom 20% in the classroom?
Notes on needs:

Y7 Bottom20%. NEEDS SUPPORT WITH ENGLISH SKILLS 

Reading: Provide extra time for reading. Printed resources need to be at least size 
12 font/ century gothic. Check understanding of tier two words or provide a 
glossary of words within the extract which could be misunderstood by the student 
depending on the context. 

Writing: Provide class notes/ instructions: students may not have retained the 
information given verbally. Give extra time to student to outline their ideas verbally 
before writing- listen for any misunderstanding (one to one conversation).

Y7 Bottom20%. NEEDS SUPPORT WITH READING COMPREHENSION. 

Check materials are suitable for reading age. Explicitly state the purpose and 
intended outcome of reading material given to student. Explicitly state how it builds 
on previous learning (could be through 5 a day). Provide glossary of tier two 
vocabulary which is context dependent. Adapt DART activities to ensure student can 
summarise content, retrieve key information, and make inferences from the text.


