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Welcome
Welcome to the Sir Christopher Hatton VI Form prospectus for students applying to study between 2020
and 2022.
The purpose of this prospectus is to explain the process of application and entry into the VI Form at the Sir
Christopher Hatton Academy, and to give students a working document to use throughout the application
process.
Studying in the VI Form brings a change in the emphasis for learning and differs from how students used to
work in Year 11. We are keen to accept both internal and external students who want to continue their
education and improve their qualifications by taking part in all that we offer. Students will need to be
independent, responsible and hard working to maximise their potential and use the VI Form as a stepping
stone to higher education, an apprenticeship or a career.
If you have any further questions you can email any of the VI Form team. We look forward to meeting with
you and discussing your application.

Miss J M Coe
Assistant Principal: Director of VI Form / Careers and the
World of Work
coej@hattonacademy.org.uk

Mrs R Heaney-Cox
Assistant Director of VI Form
heaneyr-cox@hattonacademy.org.uk

Mr J Green
Head of Year 13 / Head of Media Studies
greenj@hattonacademy.org.uk

Mr S Maher
Acting Head of year 12 / Head of Computer Science
mahers@hattonacademy.org.uk

Mrs K Mulcahy
VI Form Support
mulcahyk@hattonacademy.org.uk
Telephone (Direct): 01933 231275
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A message from our Co-Principal
‘Hatton VI form is a vibrant and intellectually stimulating environment, we have a strong

academic record and the majority of our students receive offers from their first choice
universities, with many from Russell Group institutions. We are very proud of our record of
placing students with top universities which is rarely bettered in Northamptonshire. Hatton
also has a proven track record of supporting students who apply for high level
apprenticeships of full time employment at the end of their A level courses.
Our aim at Hatton VI form is that you will be challenged and stimulated intellectually whilst
being in a creative and innovative environment, leaving us as well rounded and mature
young adults who have a real potential to make a difference as the ‘leaders of tomorrow’ in
their chosen fields. The Sixth Form is the time when some of the most important decisions in
your life are made and our aim is that you feel supported and confident in the choices you
make. You will be supported by a form tutor, a dedicated and experienced VI Form Team
consisting of the Director of VI Form, Assistant Director of VI Form, Head of Year 12 and a
Pastoral Support Assistant.
Out VI Formers are ambassadors for the whole academy and are involved in running charity
and house events, supporting with productions, Open Evenings, Christmas Concerts and
sports days. We are offering you a truly world class VI Form experience where you can
transform your personal dreams and aspirations into a reality while giving you the best two
years of your life so far’.
Mr Alastair Mitchell
Co-Principal
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Progress
How Well Do Students Progress at KS5?
Hatton students in the sixth form achieved very good results this year despite the introduction of new,
more challenging A Levels in several subject areas, and the introduction of the new L3 BTEC courses.

The following performance indicators are for summer 2019. We use the Alps progress score which is based
on the amount of progress a student makes from GCSE to A Level.

Overall

Alps grade 2 – – scoring between the
90th and 99th percentile – Outstanding

Last Three Years: Average Grade
Alps grade 3 – scoring between the
75th and 89th percentile – Excellent

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Arpana Kumari—Head Girl
Unlike most of my peers around me, I did not start my journey at Sir Christopher Hatton Academy in year 7.
I made the decision to move to this school after completing my GCSEs and securing the grades I needed to
earn my place in this sixth form. I was one of few external students but immediately this school felt like a
second home to me, the easy-going atmosphere amongst all the students eased my fears about starting a
new school at such a critical age. The staff and students alike are all so friendly and have made me love
coming to school every day.
This school has supported me through my academic struggles to help me reach my aspirations. I was
successful in achieving a place on the Cambridge Shadowing Scheme, as well as the Warwick Summer
School and the Oxford UNIQ scheme. Outside of academic opportunities, this school also provides trips and
experiences which for me were an opportunity to connect with my peers and make some great friends: the
Milton Keynes shopping trip, the house captain dinner and the regular wandering trophy events were a
great chance to put the brakes on the usual academic focus and just have fun! As part of the house
captains, I was proud to represent the school at open evenings and take part in house competitions – I
really felt just how strong the house pride is across the school, which I think is an amazing asset of this
academy.
Being successful in the role of head girl was a monumental achievement for me. As an external student I
always felt like I’d be an outsider to this school, but this really proved that the SCHA community is so
welcoming and you can achieve anything you set your mind to here.
When I eventually finish my journey at Hatton, I plan to study Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) at
university. I currently study philosophy and ethics (religious studies), politics and maths – which is a subject
combination that not a lot of sixth forms offer. As well as providing me the courses relevant to my future
degree, this school and sixth form has also allowed me to develop skills that I will need as I progress
throughout my life. I believe that my time here has enhanced my communication and time-management
skills immensely, as well as my
confidence. I know this sixth form was the
best choice for me. It offered me a chance
to start over and begin my preparations
for my next stage in life. However, this
school is so much more than a
steppingstone, it has become part of my
development into adulthood and has
taught me valuable skills and given me
unforgettable experiences. I am sad to
conclude to my short journey here in
2021 but I am very grateful for the time I
have had, the memories I have created
and the opportunities I have been given. I
cannot recommend Sir Christopher
Hatton Academy enough!
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Aidan Youngman—Head Boy
On my first day of year 7, I joined Sir Christopher Hatton Academy as a shy boy with a sole goal of making some
friends. I never had any ambitions of making myself known around school, or making my voice heard. I preferred
to keep my head down and get on with my work. However, during the years leading up to completing my
GCSE’s, my confidence began to grow and grow.
I strongly believe that with the support of the teaching staff and people around me, during the most important
educational years of my life, I have achieved much more than I ever thought possible. Being encouraged to go
ahead with the DofE (Duke of Edinburgh) Award, wherein I learnt valuable team and communication skills that
would benefit me greatly in later life. After gaining and enjoying undertaking my bronze certificate so much, I
went on to do the Silver award as well. SCHA also gave me lots of information and assemblies on schemes like
the NCS (National Citizen Service). During my time completing the NCS, I met many new people, learnt skills I
thought too hard to master and appreciated how valuable the people who help you really are. My proudest
moment has got to be my GCSE results at the end of Year 11. Opening up those results and seeing grades I would
have once believed too impossible to achieve a year before, showed me how far hard work and a positive
attitude can get you. Without the motivation and support from the teaching staff, I might never have joined
Hatton’s Sixth Form.
Joining the Sixth Form was also one of my happiest moments of my life as before receiving my results, I was very
worried I wouldn’t even meet the requirements to get in. On my first day, I knew that this was where I wanted to
be for the next two years. The support doesn’t ever stop, no matter what year group you are in.
My most recent achievement is definitely the one I will look back on in later life and be most proud of. Being
given the opportunity to take part in the application for Head Boy, and taking that opportunity, was the best
decision of my life. Having been a House Captain during Year 12, helping out at various events, parent’s evenings
and in-school activities was what pushed me towards Head Boy. I have realised that by pushing myself to do
more, I achieve more. From the shy boy on his first day of Year 7 to the confident one achieving Head Boy in Year
12, Sir Christopher Hatton Academy is what shaped me over the years. With the help of the teaching staff and
people around me, I hope to study English
at University and maybe one day, come
back to the school that made me who I
am today.
I hope that when school does start again,
the Principals, Academy staff and
students alike can get some of the
normality they crave. As Head Boy I hope
to work with the Head Girl, staff and
students in order to make everyone
welcome, safe and most importantly,
supported.
I am proud to be a part of the Sixth Form
and Team Hatton.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Senior House Captains
Callista Quadling
My Hatton journey started in the middle of
year 9, I chose Sir Christopher Hatton as it
is an excellent school in terms of students’
progress however, the thing that makes us
truly unique is the people who make up
team Hatton, the compassion and support
provided by both staff and peers motivates
students to become better versions of
themselves. A process which have
thoroughly enjoyed growing through ever
since my first day and intend to continue
even after year 13.
When I became a pupil here, I never
imagined the personal journey via
confidence growth and the grades which I
have achieved that would have been unparalleled elsewhere. As a house captain this year, I have
thoroughly enjoyed being a monomer in the complex polymer that is daily life at Hatton, giving back to the
community that pushed me to become a better version of myself.
As a student with a passion for STEM subjects, this year I look forward to working with students across the
trust as a senior house captain, showing them how cool science related subjects really are and overcoming
some of the patriarchal stigma associated with them. I am proud to represent Team Hatton and truly
excited to be a part of our adaption

Mary- Jane Galvin
When I first started at Sir Christopher Hatton
Academy, I was a rather shy and quiet student.
Thankfully, over the years of being at Sir
Christopher Hatton, I soon came out of my shell
and realised how open and welcoming the
school environment is. I managed to find my
inner motivation and aspirations from within
which were unleashed through the realisation of
potential and success with the help of the
uplifting staff. Therefore, I knew Hatton VI Form
was the life for me. There was no place else I
wanted to be to further my true potential and
achievements. The familiarity of the comfortable
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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environment that has urged me to be the best version of myself was the environment I wanted to remain in.
I wish to continue to be moulded into the young, professional adult the school has pushed me to be from the
beginning.

So, after a difficult process, I became a part of the leadership team through becoming a House Captain.
Subsequently, I had the opportunity to work alongside a team of enthusiastic people that pushed each other
to do their absolute best. As a result, I accepted the offer be a Senior House Captain in Year 13 to continue to
be involved in numerous opportunities such as charity events, trips and fundraisers. Truthfully, I would like
to continue to go the ‘extra mile’ for others in the same way everyone in the school has for me. Sir
Christopher Hatton continuously allows me to become prouder of myself and others more each day such as
the hardworking foundation of our school, the resilient teachers. It gives me pride and joy to say I am a
representative of Hatton’s VI Form. I have achieved things I never thought I could. Hatton has taught me a
sense of community as well as, a sense of fulfilment through endless encouragement. I am delighted to be a
VI Former here at Sir Christopher Hatton Academy.

Harry McWilliam
Hello, my name is Harry McWilliam and I am
a senior house captain here at Sir
Christopher Hatton Academy. Throughout
my time in the sixth form, I have developed
so much as a person and as a student. I came
in to year 12 with a pretty good set of GCSEs,
which I didn’t really have to work for,
meaning that I didn’t really know how to
study properly, so it was a shock when I
started my A Levels and I had to put in work.
I found this shift quite difficult, but I was
definitely supported along the way by my
teachers, by my form tutor and definitely by
the sixth form leadership team.
The thing I love the most about Hatton Sixth Form is how supportive everyone is. All the teachers and the
support staff are amazing at helping us adapt to studying these very difficult A Level subjects, and I really
wouldn’t be confident enough to apply to Oxford if it wasn’t for the amazing help that I have received
throughout the year.
On top of this, the teachers at Hatton are all amazing at supporting you with understanding the complex
topics that you encounter in A Level subjects. Each teacher that I have is immensely intelligent; deeply
knowledgeable about their subject; and above all, is amazing at teaching A Level classes in a way that allows
everyone to understand the material. All the courses are interesting, and all of them inspire me to keep
learning, and with the help of my teachers, I know that I can achieve great things.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Wider Involvement and VI Form Student Roles
House Captains
Our House committee comprises of both Year 12 and 13 students and these students are very important to
the running of the House System and act as the link between the VI Form, students in younger year groups,
and staff.
The role of a House Captain is vital to the development of the academy community and students appointed
to these positions after interview promote the ethos of cohesion, team work, charity and healthy
competition. The Captains meet each week
to discuss new ideas and initiatives. The
House Captains also support House Leaders
from Key Stage 3 and 4 to help them to
increase involvement in house challenges,
using their own ideas as well as motivating
pupils and creating a sense of teamwork.
They are also ambassadors for the academy
and communicate student ideas to the
senior leadership team. House Captains
also lead social events in the VI form such
as trips; quizzes and bingo nights and are
always looking for new and exciting events
to undertake.
The main qualities and skills that House Captains require are enthusiasm, self-motivation, time
management and be able to demonstrate the ability to lead with little or no support from staff. The House
Captains require these skills to work as part of a team, both within the committee and their own house,
and alongside this they need to be willing to lead groups of students. Communication skills are of
paramount importance as House Captains are expected to be part of a team that meet within committee
and staff house meetings, as well as delivering information in house assemblies.
Fulfilling one of these
roles is very rewarding
and successfully applying
for one is becoming more
competitive every year.
This is also tangible
experience that will help
students gain entry onto
their preferred university
course, apprenticeship or
career.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Care, Guidance and Support
Care, guidance and support are a priority at the SCHA VI Form and we like to treat our students as
individuals and the young adults that they are. Each student will receive support and guidance from a
professional and experienced VI Form Tutor and Head of year, throughout both Year 12 and Year 13.
Students meet regularly with their tutor for mentoring sessions that cover any academic or pastoral
issues that may be impacting on the student’s progress. Students are encouraged to set their own targets
in agreement with their tutor and
subject teachers, and progress is
monitored at subsequent meetings.
We understand that studying A levels
is very demanding on the student,
and as such we provide a bookable
reflection room so the students can
have some down time to reflect on
their feelings or to use as a quiet
space to work. We also have an
allocated “well-being” classroom for
VI form use, this is available every
lunch time so students can talk about
their feelings with each other. The VI
Form team also have an open door
policy for any student who needs

VI Form – Communication
The VI Form has very active ‘Twitter’, Instagram and Facebook accounts, students and staff are encouraged
to communicate using this medium. The academy website has a ‘VI Form’ area which is updated regularly
and parents can use this or our social media accounts to keep up to date with news and events.
Each week, a bulletin is generated by the VI Form team that gives all students and tutors the news,
opportunities and actions for that week.
The VI form team and staff make regular contact with parents via whole school reporting, email, phone
and face to face meetings so you have regular updates on your child’s progress.

@HattonVIForm SCHA VI Form @schaviform
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Post VI Form – Your Future
The tutor is responsible for assisting the student to make sensible choices about their future whether that
is during or after their studies. This may include preparation in applying for university or apprenticeships,
or going straight from school into a career. The tutor will support the students when writing their
application for university and they will write student references. It is this guidance and support that
enables the vast majority of our students to successfully gain places on their preferred courses and has
helped make us proud of the opportunities embraced by our students.

For those that choose to opt for an apprenticeship or career pathway, the school provides a tailored
apprenticeship programme in order to give these students a head start when writing their curriculum vitae,
applying for employment or apprenticeships and preparing for interviews.
Students will also have opportunities to speak to people from different industries during their time in VI
Form and we welcome guest speakers, such as from the Bank of England, to give students an idea of the
different career paths open to them.
Regardless of a student’s destination, the academy buys into a software package called ‘UNIFROG’ which
assists them in successfully preparing their applications to university, apprenticeships or careers. The
software helps the student research and identify university courses appropriate to their expected
outcomes, prepare personal statements and also assists their tutor in preparing the UCAS reference. In
regards to apprenticeships and careers, the software is linked directly to the national apprenticeship
website and will also help the students generate their ‘curriculum vitae’ and application letters.

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Facilities
The SCHA VI Form has its own premises in a building called the VI Form Hub. This building is located on the
academy site and has given the VI Form and its students a sense of independence from lower school whilst
still being a communal hub complete with all the
resources needed to help students to be successful.
The VI Form Hub has excellent facilities exclusive to
KS5 students including a number of quiet study
rooms, a classroom, computer suites, a group
working room, indoor and outdoor social areas and
a resource area.
These facilities are open for use between 7.30am
and 5.00pm every week day.

Highlights of the VI Form Year


The VI Form Leavers Celebration. This takes many forms depending on what the students themselves
want to organise with the support of the VI Form Team.



A two-week work experience placement that enables students to gain experience in a career of their
choosing.



The VI Form Olympics is held annually and the four local VI Form’s compete against each other in a
sports day.



UCAS Convention – allowing Year 12 students to make an informed decision regarding further
education or employment.



Quiz and Film Nights



Christmas shopping experience.



Ice skating trip



Kids Play



Easter egg hunt



Christmas jumper day and food bank fundraising

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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VI Form Uniform Policy
At Hatton VI Form we believe that the way students dress sets them up ready for the school day and also
for when they leave the Academy and venture onwards to their future opportunities. Students should
dress as if they were attending a job interview for a professional position; smart, modest and safe. The
overall appearance should be restrained and business like.
This VI Form Uniform policy is designed to clarify any potential issues/misunderstandings and not to inhibit
individuality and ensure that there is a consistent approach to dress, ensuring that students are sensibly
dressed in a way that does not distract from their studies. It is also intended to give students guidance on
what is appropriate dress not only for school, but for interviews and to wear in the workplace.
This document details the guidelines, however if there are any questions then please speak to the VI Form
Team who will gladly assist.
In the event of a student arriving at the Academy inappropriately dressed they will be required to adjust
their dress so that it complies with the Dress Code. If this is not possible without the students returning
home then the parent/carer will be contacted.

Dress and Appearance - General Guidelines
Jewellery
Students in the VI Form may wear discreet and minimal jewellery. Tattoo’s must not be visible and should
be covered up at all times.
Make Up and Nail Varnish
Students in the VI Form may wear discreet make up and nail varnish.
Shoes
Shoes must be smart, practical and sensible; heels of medium height if reasonably robust are acceptable.
Knee high boots may be worn with a skirt. High heels, backless shoes, wedges, trainers or casual shoes, Dr
Marten or Timberland style boots are not permissible. If shoes or boots are deemed inappropriate, final
guidance is at the discretion of the VI Form pastoral team.
Coats
Coats should be of a uniform colour and smart. Hooded sports casual sweatshirts (hoodies) are not
allowed under any circumstances. If these are worn on the way to the Academy they must be taken off
and stored away throughout the school day.
Skirts
Skirts should be no more than one inch above the knee. The splits in any skirt should also not be higher
than one inch above the knee. Skirts should not allow the midriff to be exposed.
Trousers
Trousers should be smart and tailored. Jeans or jean style, combat trousers, cords and casual chinos,
hipsters and low slung, jogging bottoms, baggy, leggings, jeggings or bright patterns are not permissible.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Blouses/Shirts
The above items should be worn with a top or blouse which covers the shoulders, upper arms and midriff.
Blouses/shirts should be tucked into trousers or skirts. T-shirts, low cut tops are not permissible. Shirts must
be worn with a tie.
Jumpers
A plain jumper of conventional size, design, colour and material may be worn. This includes both V neck and
round neck jumpers and cardigans. Sports casual sweatshirts and hoodies are not permissible. Boys must
wear both a shirt and tie under their jumper.
Scarves and Hats
Scarves may be worn, although they should be removed during lessons and assembly. Smart hats may be
worn but not inside. Baseball caps are not permissible.

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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VI Form Qualifications
Year 12
Students are required to choose four A level subjects at Sir Christopher Hatton VI Form, we believe this
provides students with the best possible opportunities to reach their potential. Rigorous assessment is
conducted by all subjects in order to give the students the best possible feedback and the information
necessary information to choose the right options to be successful moving into year 13. All students will sit
end of year exams in year 12, for all of their courses which will be used to inform applications to
universities, apprenticeships or employment early the following year.
We feel that being engaged with the wider Academy community is an important part of the VI Form
experience and so all students in year 12 select an enrichment opportunity to be involved in. Some
students assist with lessons in subjects that they are passionate about, or get involved in sports or other
extra-curricular activities which not only do they find really enjoyable but develop the ‘soft skills’ prized by
many employers.
Towards the end of Year 12, students are provided with detailed careers and further education guidance to
ensure they are fully-informed about their choices post-18. The VI Form team and tutor group, as well as
our dedicated Preparation for Working Life team, will work closely with the students on helping them make
the right decision, and then also help with any research and applications required.

Year 13
In year 13, students continue with their studies in the same subjects as Year 12, however they are also able
to complement their learning by taking
part in the ‘Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ) which is a degree level project of
their choosing. This will help with
university applications and also counts as
an AS level qualification. It involves
independent research and study,
students will work with members of the
VI Form team, overseen by Mr Green and
Miss Williams so that they can discuss
and plan the project to a successful
conclusion.

The Application Process
There are a number of key stages to the application process for VI Form. It is important to remember that
your ability to meet deadlines is a key feature of this process. All students, whether internal or external,
will be expected to complete this application process. The application process includes the following
stages:
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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November

VI Form Introduction Assembly

An Assembly for current Year 11 students explaining the application process.

A chance for current year 11 students to read
the VI For prospectus

VI Form Open Evening / External tours

I Form Student/Subject Sessions

VI Form Open Evening takes place virtually on
the 4th November. Resources will be available
online.

Opportunity for prospective VI Form students
to attend a ‘Student Subject Session’. These
will be held over a two-week period and will
give the students the opportunity to talk with
current VI Form students that are already following the courses they have interest in. This
will also give them an opportunity to look at
exemplar work.

January

Application
Completion and submission of the VI Form application form.
VI Form Taster Day
This is an opportunity for any prospective VI Form students to participate in the A level lessons of their
choice

February

VI Form Interview week

September

August

July

April

Application
Enrolment

VI Form Introduction Assembly

External student/parent tours are bookable
during this time.

December

Investigation

Shape Your Future

This is an opportunity for any prospective VI Form students to participate in the A level lessons of their
choice
VI Form Confirmation
All applicants will receive a letter to confirm the Academy’s decision on whether they have or have not
secured a place in the VI Form from September 2021 and outline the academic entry requirements for the
courses selected.
VI Form Application Check
All successful students will meet with a member of the VI Form team to discuss their progress with regards
to the entry requirements for each subject they have opted for. Where there may be some doubt regarding the student reaching their targets a plan of action will be generated.
VI Form Taster Days
All applicants are invited to take part in the induction to VI Form in July – actual dates will be confirmed
further into the application process.
GCSE Results Day
Students receive their GCSE results at the end of August 2021. There will be a post-examination advice
clinic available for those students who need to discuss their results and the impact that these may have on
entering our VI Form. Students may enrol on this day if there have the entry requirements to study their
chosen subjects.

VI Form Enrolment Day
Following the publication of the GCSE results there will be a formal registration process into the VI Form
with final subjects being selected. This will be prior to the start of the new academic year – actual dates to
be confirmed but this will take place in the first week of September 2021.

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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VI Form Interview Preparation
When invited for an interview, whether that be for VI Form, a university course, apprenticeship or a job it is
essential that you prepare fully beforehand.
To help you prepare for the VI Form interview we have given you prompts below that we would like you to
have the answers for when you arrive at your interview.
Please ensure that you have the information you have found and answered from this sheet when you arrive
at your VI Form interview.

Attendance and punctuality
1)

What is the percentage for good attendance at Sir Christopher Hatton Academy?

2)

What is your percentage attendance for this academic year?

Behaviour
1)

In this academic year, have you been entered onto ‘Behaviour Watch’ or your school’s behaviour
system?

2)

If yes, what was the reason or most persistent reason for this?

Rewards
1)

How many Team Hatton Awards or your school’s reward points do you currently have?

2)

What is the most common reason for you gaining these points?

Extra-curricular roles
1)

Do you currently hold any positions or participate in any extra-curricular activities? What are they?

2)

Would you be interested in any of the following roles as a VI Form student?
a.

House captain

b.

Assisting with Year 6 and VI Form
Open Evenings

c.

Peer mentoring

d.

VI Form Prom Committee

e.

Business Young Enterprise

f.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

g.

Head Boy/Girl

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Subject/Course Information
At Sir Christopher Hatton VI Form we pride ourselves on offering courses for a range of students with
different academic abilities who have demonstrated that they are eager to learn and have worked hard
during their GCSEs. In order to assist students to pick the right courses that maximise their chances of
success, the subjects proposed have been broken up into two pathways. The subjects offered in each
pathway are dependent on the number of GCSEs gained and in which subjects.

Pathway 1
Subjects available to those students who achieved 8 GCSEs at grades 9-4 on the new grading system or
their BTEC equivalents, including English Language or Literature and Maths. Subjects will ask for specific
grades in their own subject as well as in English and possibly Maths and the Sciences as well so please
check the subject pages of this prospectus to make sure you are aware of the entry requirements for each
course.
BLOCK A

BLOCK B

BLOCK C

BLOCK D

BLOCK E

Maths

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Further Maths

English
Literature

Computer
Science

English
Language &
Literature

Maths

German

Geography

Product Design

Business

Politics

Media

Art, Craft &
Design

Sociology

History

Drama

Philosophy &
Ethics

BTEC Sport

BTEC Business

Core Maths AS

BTEC
Performing Arts

BTEC Applied
Science

BTEC Art &
Design

Music

BTEC Health &
Social Care

BTEC Business

Spanish

BTEC Applied
ICT
*Please use your prospectus in order to check the individual subject requirements
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Pathway 2
Subjects available to those students who achieved 5 GCSEs at Grades 9-4 on the new grading system or their
equivalents, including English Language or Literature and Maths. Subjects will also ask for specific grades in
their own subject as well as in English and possibly Maths and the Sciences so please look at the subject
pages in this prospectus to ensure that you understand the entry requirements for the courses that you are
interested in.

BLOCK A

BLOCK B

BLOCK C

BLOCK D

BLOCK E

Geography

Product Design

Business

Politics

Media

Art, Craft &
Design

Sociology

History

Drama

Philosophy &
Ethics

BTEC Sport

BTEC Business

Core Maths AS

BTEC Performing
Arts

BTEC Applied
Science

BTEC Art &
Design

Music

BTEC Health &
Social Care

BTEC Business

BTEC Applied
ICT
*Please use your prospectus in order to check the individual subject requirements
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A level Art and Design: Art, Craft and Design
Course Description:
Art, Craft and Design allows students to explore their responses to the visual world, contemporary society
and art history through painting, drawing, print making, sculpture and 3D, textiles, and alternative and lens
based media.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 6 in GCSE Art and Design or in 6 GCSE DT.

Aims of the course:




Develop your practical art skills.
Explore your creative potential.
Improve your understanding and appreciation of art and art history.

Future prospects:



Students can progress to a range of art and design courses including fine art, graphic design, product
design, fashion and textiles, film and photography and art history.
A level art is also extremely useful for courses such as architecture, teaching, childcare and to demonstrate an understanding of a creative approach to problem solving practical tasks.

Student feedback:
“Art is the only subject that allows you to make your own decisions about your work.”
“It accommodates individuality.”

Subject Teachers:



Mrs Peel
Miss Davis

Features of the course:






Development of practical skills in drawing, painting, print and 3D.
Understanding and appreciation of art and artists.
Observational and analytical skills.
Critical appraisal.
Creativity and experimentation.
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A2 Level Units:
Personal Investigation
Practical project in which pupils will explore a wide range of media and approaches to produce finished pieces incorporating any Art and Design process. Emphasis is put on the process, art journey and outcomes. Pupils are required to write approx. 3000 words in the form of a supportive essay that explains their project
ideas, developments and understanding of the artists studied demonstrating their own contextual understanding within the art, craft and design world.

Controlled Externally Set Assignment
This exam paper is released by the exam board on February 1 st. Students then have approximately 6 – 8
weeks to prepare a project based on a question they have selected from the exam paper, from this body of
work students will plan their final piece that they will create in the 15 hour controlled exam undertaken in
examination conditions.

Methods of Assessment:


Personal Investigation = 60%

Externally Set Controlled Assignment = 40%
Both of these units are assessed against 4 formal assessment objectives: AO1 Develop, AO2 Explore, AO3 Observe and AO4 Present. Each of these assessment objectives are then given a mark out of 24. Both units are
internally assessed and these are then verified by a visiting examiner who comes and sees the work from the
centre.
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Pathway 1

Biology
Course Description:
In Year 12 you will follow a course of study which among other topics will include pathogens, lifestyles, biological molecules, cells, diseases, immunology, genetics and ecology. In Year 13 you will get the opportunity
to learn about populations, biochemistry of photosynthesis and respiration, nutrient cycles, homeostasis,
animal reproduction and principles of genetic engineering. You will also complete a practical endorsement
qualification throughout the course which will allow you to investigate a range of biological concepts using a
variety of scientific equipment.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or grade 7-6 in GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language or Literature and Maths.

Aims of the course:
Through actively taking part in practical and theory activities embedded in the subject, you will gain deeper
understanding of how scientists work and how science contributes to modern society. The subject places
greater emphasis on exploring ideas and scientific investigations to find answers to key questions in science.
You will also develop skills alongside your understanding of concepts and principles.

Future prospects:
A Level Biology provides opportunities for career progression to University and college courses in biological
sciences, forensic science, education, research, agriculture, medicine and pharmacy, among others.

Student feedback:
“The A grade I got in A Level Biology has helped to enrol for a university place in Medicine, it
makes me feel great.’’

Subject Teachers:




Miss V Cook (Head of Biology),
Mrs T Williams
Miss B Conroy
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Features of the course:



Structured lessons
Practical laboratory activities




ICT based research and presentations
Investigative skills assessments

A Level Units:
Year 12

Year 13

Sections 1 to 4

Sections 5 to 8

The first section looks at a range of biological molecules including carbohydrates, lipids, proteins and
nucleic acids. You will look into their structures and
functions and how they provide indirect evidence for
evolution.

The fifth section provides greater detail about how
energy is transferred between organisms. You will
look into photosynthesis and respiration and how
life depends on a continuous transfer of energy.

The third section outlines how substances are exchanged between the internal and external environment at exchange surfaces. You will look into mass
transport systems in larger organisms and the role of
diffusion in carrying substances around the body.

evolution and ecosystems. You will look into the
theory of evolution and genetic variation caused by
genetic drift and natural selection.

The sixth section outlines how organisms respond
The second section provides greater detail into to changes in their internal and external environdifferent types of cells and their features. You will ment. You will look into the nervous system as well
look into how these cells arise, for example by binary as the plant and animal hormones.
fission, and how cells interact with one another.
The seventh section looks at genetics, populations,

The eighth section looks into control of gene expression. You will look into how cells are able to
The fourth section looks into genetic information, control their metabolic activities and how the phevariation and relationships between organisms. You notype of an organism can be controlled. You will
will look into biological and genetic diversity, varia- also study genetic advances such as epigenetics and
many medical and technological applications.
tion and the biodiversity of communities.

Methods of Assessment:
There are regular end of topic assessments throughout the
two-year course.
There will be three summer examinations at the end of the A2
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Pathway 2

Business Studies
Course Description:
Business studies looks at different types of organisations that exist in various business sectors and environments. It will identify and investigate different internal and external business problems and behaviour.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject
Grade 5 and 6 in English Language and Maths. This combination of grades can be either way round.

Aims of the course:




Develop your practical art skills.
Explore your creative potential.
Improve your understanding and appreciation of art and art history.

Future prospects:




This subject lays the foundation for further study of business or related subjects in higher education.
A wide range of careers including accountancy, business, management and self employment.
An understanding of the way that businesses act.

Student feedback:
“I really enjoy business. It makes me look at things in a different way, and helps me understand why businesses do things.”

Subject Teachers:




Mr Parsons
Mrs Blake
Miss Coe

Features of the course:




A study of business concepts and theories
The application of theory to the real world
The role of businesses in the economy
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A2 Level Units:
Year 12

Unit 1 What is a business?

Unit 2 Managers, leadership and decision
making

Unit 3 Decision making to improve marketing performance

Unit 4 Decision making to improve operational performance

Unit 5 Decision making to improve financial
performance

Unit 6 Decision making to improve human

Year 13

Unit 7 Analysing the strategic position of a business

Unit 8 Choosing strategic decision

Unit 9 Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies

Unit 10 Managing strategic change

Methods of Assessment:
Units 1-6 are assessed by exams in AS. Units 1 -10 is assessed by exams for the A Level. There is no coursework.

Year 12 – Progress Exams – Internally Assessed
Paper 1 – 50% of AS, 1 hour 30 minutes – 80 marks
10 MCQ’s, short answer questions and 2 data response questions.

Paper 2 – 50% of AS, 1 hour 30 minutes – 80 marks
1 case study consisting of several questions.

Year 13 A Level – 3 Exams –Externally Assessed
Paper 1 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours – 100 marks
15 MCQ’s, short answer questions, 2 extended answer questions (each out of a choice of 2).

Paper 2 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours – 100
marks
3 data response questions.

Paper 3 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours – 100
marks
Case study with 6 questions.
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Chemistry
Course Description:
From the clothes we wear to the air we breathe, from novel materials such as Kevlar, the plastic for bullet
proof vests, to a deeper understanding of the environmental impact of our modern lives, the science of
chemistry influences our lives in an uncountable number of ways. This course is designed to raise the awareness of pupils for the role of chemistry in both our everyday lives and wider society. The emphasis is on the
ways in which chemistry is used – and the work that chemists do. It contains plenty of opportunities to practice practical skills.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or grade 7-6 in GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language or Literature and Maths

Aims of the course:
We work to the nationally popular OCR Chemistry ‘A’ specification. The course aims to cover a wide range of
organic, physical and inorganic chemistry that will prepare the learner sufficiently well to move on to a higher
level chemistry course. The full A level course also gives the learner the opportunity to attain the practical
endorsement certificate. This is usually required by higher level chemistry courses alongside their required A
level chemistry grade.

Future prospects:





Students with A Level Chemistry may choose to continue studying within this field. Degree courses in
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering in particular give rise to good starting salaries with significant opportunities within pharmaceutical, petrochemical, health, environmental and manufacturing sectors.
Chemistry is a key A level for those wishing to pursue a career in medicine, dentistry or related areas.
The transferable skills gained on the course are recognised and will benefit those who wish to study
Law, Journalism, Accountancy or other financial sectors.

Student feedback:
“There are good independent practicals to develop skills.”
“I can see the relevance of the subject to everyday life.”

“I see the world in a different light now”

Subject Teachers:



Mr Carlisle (Head of Chemistry)
Miss Waterfall
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Features of the course:

Methods of Assessment:
All aspects of the A level are assessed by external examination. The three terminal A level papers are 100%
synoptic. Paper 1 and Paper 2 (37% of A level each) both contain a mixture of multiple choice, short and
longer answer questions. Paper 1 and two have some common content but also have specific content.
Paper 3 contains only short and longer answer questions (26% of A level) and can be form any of the 6 modules.
Practical skills questions are included in all 3 papers.
There is a separate “Practical Endorsement” certificate (which carries no UCAS points). This is assessed
throughout the course on key practical activities by your teacher and is not required to pass the A level.
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Computer Science
Course Description:
Computer Science aims to provide students with a practical and theoretical look at the science behind
computation. Students will learn about binary and logic as well as how computers operate, their strengths
and their limitations. This course also provides students with the opportunity to learn several programming
languages.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 6 in Computer Science or Grade 7 in Maths if Computer Science not taken

Aims of the course:





Analyse a problem and identify the parts which are appropriate for a computer-based solution
Select, justify and apply appropriate techniques and principles to develop data structures and
algorithms for the solution of problems
Design, implement and document an effective solution using an appropriate programming language
Develop knowledge and understanding of the theoretical topics involved in Computer Science

Future prospects:
An A Level in Computer Science can lead to a number of career opportunities and/or University courses,
Web designing, Programming, Control systems, Systems Analyst, Business and Information Systems. The
data processing, algorithm and automations skills are of particular benefit in any science based professions.
Logical thinking and problem solving skills are critical in any job.

Student feedback:
“I really enjoyed Computer Science, it was a
good alternative to ICT and it allowed me to
do lots of programming.”

Subject Teachers:



Mr Maher (Head of Computer Science)
Mrs Saleh
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Features of the course:
Students will be able to;






Describe and explain the use and impact of Computer Science in a range of applications and show an
understanding of the characteristics of computer systems (hardware, software and communication)
which allow effective solutions to be achieved.
Design and implement solutions to problems using console based and graphical programming
languages.
Understand low level computing concepts such as different base number systems, binary logic and the
inner workings of a processor.
Comment critically on the social, economic, legal, ethical and other consequences of the use of

A Level Units:
Year 12










Fundamentals of programming
Fundamentals of data structures
Systematic approach to problem solving
Theory of computation
Fundamentals of data representation
Fundamentals of computer systems
Fundamentals of computer organisation and
architecture
Consequences of uses of computing
Fundamentals
of
communication
and
networking

Year 13

All Year 12 Units wit expanded content plus:





Fundamentals of databases
Big Data
Fundamentals of functional programming
Systematic approach to problem solving

Methods of Assessment:
Paper 1 (On screen Exam) – 40%

Paper 2 (Written Exam) – 40%









Fundamentals of programming
Fundamentals of data structures
Systematic approach to problem solving
Theory of computation

Non-exam assessment - 20%






The non-exam assessment assesses student's ability
to use the knowledge and skills gained through the 
course to solve or investigate a practical problem. 
Students will be expected to follow a systematic ap- 
proach to problem solving. The projects are decided
in Year 12 with the analysis and technical analysis
completed as part of the year 12 progress mark.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Pathway 2

Core Maths
Course Description:
Core Maths is about students doing meaningful mathematical problems to increase their confidence in using mathematics to be better equipped for the mathematical demands of other courses, higher education
and employment.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject
Grade 5 and 6 in English Language and Maths. This combination of grades can be either way round.

Aims of the course:




Develop your practical art skills.
Explore your creative potential.
Improve your understanding and appreciation of art and art history.

Future prospects:




This subject lays the foundation for further study of business or related subjects in higher education.
A wide range of careers including accountancy, business, management and self employment.
An understanding of the way that businesses act.

Student feedback:
“I really enjoy business. It makes me look at things in a different way, and helps me understand why businesses do things.”

Subject Teachers:




Mr Parsons
Mrs Blake
Miss Coe

Features of the course:




A study of business concepts and theories
The application of theory to the real world
The role of businesses in the economy
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A2 Level Units:
Year 12

Unit 1 What is a business?

Unit 2 Managers, leadership and decision
making

Unit 3 Decision making to improve marketing performance

Unit 4 Decision making to improve operational performance

Unit 5 Decision making to improve financial
performance

Unit 6 Decision making to improve human

Year 13

Unit 7 Analysing the strategic position of a business

Unit 8 Choosing strategic decision

Unit 9 Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies

Unit 10 Managing strategic change

Methods of Assessment:
Units 1-6 are assessed by exams in AS. Units 1 -10 is assessed by exams for the A Level. There is no
coursework.

Year 12 – Progress Exams – Internally Assessed
Paper 1 – 50% of AS, 1 hour 30 minutes – 80 marks
10 MCQ’s, short answer questions and 2 data response questions.

Paper 2 – 50% of AS, 1 hour 30 minutes – 80 marks
1 case study consisting of several questions.

Year 13 A Level – 3 Exams –Externally Assessed
Paper 1 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours – 100 marks
15 MCQ’s, short answer questions, 2 extended answer questions (each out of a choice of 2).
Paper 2 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours –
100 marks
3 data response questions.
Paper 3 – 33.3% of A Level, 2 hours –
100 marks

Case study with 6 questions.
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A Level Design and Technology
Fashion & Textiles
Course Description:
This creative and exciting new course gives you the opportunity to develop your skills and knowledge as a
designer. You will develop an in-depth technical understanding of core principles relating to the fashion and
textile industry. You will investigate the historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on
design and technology. Learning through a combination of creative, practical investigation and seminar style
lessons, you will develop your understanding of fashion garments before embarking on an NEA project. This
substantial design and make project is selected by students and allows you to fully explore the areas of the
fashion and textile industry which you are most inspired by.

Qualifications required:



Grade 6 in a creative subject such as Art, Graphics or Resistant Materials.
Grade 6 in Maths and Science

Aims of the course:





To be able to generate creative and varied design ideas, which fill a specific need and communicate
these effectively
To have a detailed working knowledge of materials, techniques and processes
To understand the influences on and responsibilities of fashion and textiles designers in the modern
world
To be able to analyse and evaluate existing products, identifying problems and solutions

Future prospects:
This course gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number
of careers, especially those in creative industries. This could include:






Fashion or Textile Design
Textile Technology
Pattern cutting
Costume Design
Fashion Marketing and communication… and many more

Student feedback:
“This is the perfect course for my future career plans. You get to learn about the industry and
be creative.”

Subject Teachers:


Mrs Dun
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Features of the course:
During this course, students will explore a wide range of specialist techniques used in the fashion and textiles
industry. This will include garment manufacture, trend forecasting, printing, weaving, embroidery, pattern
drafting and adaption and much more.
In addition to this, students will gain an in-depth understanding of the sources and manufacture of fibres and
fabrics and learn how to make complex calculations regarding manufacture and merchandising. As such a
good level of mathematic and scientific ability is necessary.
Students will investigate the influences on designers as well as the responsibilities faced by designers in the
modern global marketplace. They will develop their ability to generate and communicate exciting and varied
ideas and have the opportunity to work with specialist equipment and software such as Adobe Illustrator.
Links to industry and educational visits such as trips to the V&A in London and the annual New Designer’s
exhibition form an essential part of the course.

A Level Units:
Technical Principles

Designing and Making Principles

In this section of the qualification you will develop This section of the qualification develops your
your understanding of the core technical principles understanding and ability as a designer and includes
which underpin the work of fashion and textile

Design methods and processes, from initial
designers. This includes:
concept through to final outcome, including

Materials and their applications
pattern cutting and prototyping.

Garment construction methods

Design theory (including iconic design

Fabric finishes (including decorative processes
movements and designers)
such as dying and printing)

Socioeconomic influences

Modern commercial practice

Impact of technology

Digital design and manufacture

Product lifecycle

Design development

Responsible and ethic design

Marketing

Critical analysis and evaluation of existing

Design communication
solutions

Project management

Methods of Assessment:
Paper 1: Technical Principles

Paper 2: Designing and making principles








2.5 hours
120 marks
30%




1.5 hours
80 marks
20%

NEA (50%)
You will also be assessed on your practical application of core technical, designing and making principles and
additional specialist knowledge through a NEA project. You will develop you own brief for this project, identifying the design needs of a specified user. You will research and develop you own product culminating in the
production of a creative and high quality garment. This substantial design and make project is worth 50% of
your overall qualification.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021

34

VI Form Prospectus: Subject Information

Pathway 2

Drama and Theatre Studies
Course Description:
The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure. You will extend
your ability to create Drama and Theatre, either in a performing or production role. You will also be required
to write about Drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed critic. The course will
involve taking part in Drama productions, studying plays and practitioners as well as frequent visits to the
theatre.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 6 in in GCSE Drama.

Aims of the course:




Explore the different ways plays are interpreted by actors, directors and designers.
Perfect your acting and designer skills to an advanced level.
Learn to analyse and write about the art form of Theatre.

Student feedback:
“Theatre Studies gives you confidence to work with people you don’t know very well.”
“The course is interesting, there is a lot of writing but you get to learn a lot about how
performances are put together.”
“It is a fun and interesting subject to study.”
“The theatre trips are really useful”.

Subject Teachers:


Mrs S Glynn
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Features of the course:





Practical exploration of key dramatic texts.
Practical exploration of key Theatre Practitioners and their work.
In depth analysis and exploration of the roles in the making and production of Theatre performances.
Development of analysis and appreciation skills.

A Level Units:
Component 1: DEVISING. Non-exam assessment: Component 2: Text in Performance. Live exam
internally assessed, externally moderated 40% of assessment: externally assessed by a visiting
qualification.
examiner 20% of qualification.
As a performer or designer learners create and
develop an original piece of drama using one key
extract from a text and a theatre practitioner as
stimuli. Realisation of the drama is worth 20 marks.

As a performer or designer learners work in a group
to create a performance on one key extract from a
performance text. This is worth 36 marks.

Learners will also create a performance or design
The analysis and evaluation of both development realisation of a monologue or duologue of a key
and performance will be presented as a written extract from a different text. This is worth 24 marks.
portfolio worth 60 marks.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice. Written
examination:
qualification.

2

hours

30

minutes

40%

of

Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation
Analysis and evaluation of a live theatre
performance. 500 words of supporting notes are
allowed in exam. Worth 20 marks.
Section B: Page to Stage: Realising a Text
Two extended response questions on interpretation
and realisation of a set text extract. Clean book
exam. Worth 36 marks.
Section C: Interpreting a Text
One extended question on re-imagining a
production concept of a different set text, with
reference to a key practitioner’s methods, that
focuses on how to communicate ideas to a
contemporary audience. Clean book exam. Worth 24
marks.
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English Language and Literature
Course Description:
English Language and Literature combines the best elements of GCSE English Language and GCSE English
Literature and brings them together in one exciting, challenging and rewarding course. If you enjoy the
opportunity to read and write, and you want to develop your skills further as a critical reader and writer,
then this is the course for you. It is regarded by universities (including Russell Group) as an enabling,
academic subject.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language or Literature.

Aims of the course:
You will learn how to analyse and respond to the spoken and written word. This means that you will study
literary texts and other texts, including a range of non-fiction. Your writing skills will develop and you will
have the chance to develop your skills as an independent learner.

Future prospects:
English Language and Literature combines well with both arts and science subjects. It is well received and
valued by universities and employers as it develops important skills of communication, analysis, problem
solving and independent thinking. It could lead to many degree subjects although perhaps if you are
considering a career in journalism, law, media, publishing, marketing, business or even teaching this could
be an ideal subject to pursue.

Student feedback:
“I’ve really enjoyed the variety of texts that we get the chance to study.”
“I like the fact I got so much freedom to develop as a writer during the course.”

Subject Teachers:




Mrs K. Gunn
Miss S. Harcup
Miss G Berrill
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Features of the course:




It allows students to develop as independent, confident and reflective readers and writers.
The course encourages students to develop their interest in both written and spoken language and
literature as connected areas of study.
The course actively encourages students to write for a variety of purposes and audiences.

A Level Units:
Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing
Students study:


Voices in Speech and Writing: An Anthology

one drama text from a prescribed list e.g. The History Boys by Alan Bennett
Assessment: written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes. (40% of the total qualification)

Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature
Students study:


a wide range of non-fiction texts on their chosen theme, in preparation for responding to an unseen
text

Compare two literary texts from a chosen theme e.g. Society and the Individual.

Example texts include The Great Gatsby by F. Scott. Fitzgerald and A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine
Hansberry
Assessment: written examination, lasting 2 hours 30 minutes. (40% of the total qualification)

Coursework: Investigating and Creating Texts
Students study:


a chosen topic (free choice- previous examples include dystopias, the afterlife and future technologies)

two texts relating to their chosen topic; one fiction and one non-fiction text.

Assignment 1 – two pieces of original writing: one piece of fiction writing and one piece of creative non
-fiction writing.

Assignment 2 – one analytical commentary reflecting on their studied texts and the pieces of writing
they have produced.
(20% of the total qualification)

Methods of Assessment:



2 external examinations at the end of the chosen course.
Additional coursework unit. Marked internally and moderated externally.
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English Literature
Course Description:
English Literature at GCE Advanced Level involves the study of a range of literary texts across time, genre,
race, religion and gender. The two-year course develops and extends the skills of GCSE Literature in a
challenging and rewarding way. In year 12 you will study all of your exam texts which include: modern texts
from other cultures (A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini), canonical texts (Tess of the D’Urbervilles
by Thomas Hardy), Shakespeare (Othello), modern plays (A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams)
and a range of poetry – both modern and part of the literary canon. In year 13 you will get the opportunity to
refine your skills, compare texts and delve deeper into the nuances of the texts you have previously studied
in year 12. As well as studying the literary texts selected by the exam board, you will also have the
opportunity to study two texts of your own choosing. There is also the exciting opportunity of off-site theatre
visits which really enhance understanding of the plays studied.

Qualifications required:





In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject
Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language
A love of reading and discussing literature

Aims of the course:
You will learn how to analyse and respond to a variety of written texts. This means that you will study prose,
poetry and drama. The course will enable you to read texts both critically and analytically and help you to
develop both your written and verbal communication skills. The ability to form original interpretations and
shape logical, well-substantiated arguments will be a key focus.

Future prospects:
A Level English Literature is a Russell Group “Facilitating” Subject meaning that it is well received and valued
by top U.K. universities and employers. The course develops important skills of communication, analysis,
problem solving and independent thinking. It could lead to many degree subjects; however, if you are
perhaps considering a career in journalism, media, publishing, marketing, business or even teaching then
this could be an ideal subject to pursue.

Student feedback:
“I have always enjoyed GCSE English and it’s great to have the opportunity to discuss
literature in detail, and write about texts in much more depth.”
“I have thoroughly enjoyed my English Literature lessons and have found so much pleasure in
reading and analysing great works of fiction. The course has set me up perfectly for
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Subject Teachers:





Miss Murphy
Mr Wright
Mrs Gunn
Mr Clarke

Features of the course:




It allows students to develop as informed, independent readers of literary texts.
The course encourages literary study within a coherent contextual framework.
The course has a clear philosophy of reading for meaning.

A Level Units:
Year 12 Units

Year 13 Units

Component 1




Component 1

Drama
Shakespeare’s Othello
Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar Named Desire





Revision of drama texts
Crafting the perfect A level drama essay
Exam skills

Component 2

Component 2








Prose
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy

Component 3






Component 3


Poetry
Post 2000 poetry
Pre-1900 poetry




Non Examination Assessment




Revision of prose texts
Crafting the perfect comparative A level essay
Exam skills

Revision of poetry
Crafting the perfect A level poetry essay
Exam skills

Non Examination Assessment

Planning and preparation for 3000-word 
coursework essay

Writing and redrafting 3000-word coursework
essay

Methods of Assessment:
Component 1:

30%

Drama




Written Paper

Component 2:
Prose
Written Paper

20%

Component 3:

2 tasks

Poetry

60 marks



Shakespeare:
marks



Modern: 25 marks

35

2 hours 15 minutes
Open book

Component 4:






1 task

Coursework

40 marks

Non
Examination
Assessment
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Open book




2 tasks
60 marks



Written Paper




1 hour and 15 minutes

30%

20%

30 marks per
task




2 hours 15 minutes







1 comparative essay

Open book

60 marks
3000 words
Internally assessed
Moderated by Edexcel
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Further Maths
Course Description:
If you enjoy mathematics, it is worth considering taking Further Mathematics at A level. Students who study
Further Mathematics should be genuinely interested in Mathematics and its applications. Although this is an
entire A Level in its own right, it can only be studied in addition to A Level Mathematics, as it extends many
of the concepts contained within that course. Students will improve their understanding of fundamental
Mathematical concepts, which will be essential if they go on to study the subject at university. Students
should gain an appreciation of Mathematics as a subject in its own right and will develop the ability to
recognise elegance in Mathematical proof. The subject is very demanding but is potentially very satisfying, as
well as being an extremely worthwhile qualification for any potential engineer, scientist or anyone thinking
of studying Mathematics at university.
In 2013 the Education Minister Elizabeth Truss said: "It is not good enough that only 60 per cent of statefunded schools and colleges offering A Level Maths also offer Further Maths A level. These students are
potentially missing out on a place at a top university to study maths and science." We are pleased that we
can offer this subject at the academy and that it is taught by highly experienced teachers.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 8 in GCSE Maths.
Must also study A Level Maths

Aims of the course:




Study modules in Further Pure Mathematics
Study further applied modules such as Statistics, Mechanics and Decision Maths.
Develop skills of analysis and logic.

Future prospects:




Highly desired by universities
Sought after by employers
Students wishing to study Mathematics, Engineering, Physics or Computer Science at a top university
may be expected to take Maths and Further Maths at A Level.

Student feedback:
“Doing Further Maths makes normal maths seem easy!”

Subject Teachers:




Mrs Dutt
Mr Mitchell
Miss Barlow
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Pathway 1

Features of the course:






This subject a fourth subject and is in addition to ‘A’ Level Mathematics
The structure of the Further Mathematics course is similar to that of Mathematics. Pure Mathematics
modules involve studying Complex Numbers, Differential Equations and Matrices.
The applied option modules of Statistics and Mechanics are continuations of those studied for
Mathematics. Decision mathematics may also be studied at this level and includes algorithms, critical
path analysis and linear programming.
The Further Mathematics course will develop Mathematical skills beyond those required for A Level
Mathematics.

A Level Units:





Core Pure Mathematics 1 (1.5 hours / 75 marks)
Core Pure Mathematics 2 (1.5 hours / 75 marks)
Further Mathematics Option 1 (1.5 hours / 75 marks)
Further Mathematics Option 2 (1.5 hours / 75 marks)

Methods of Assessment:
It is planned to continue with the Edexcel (Pearson) exam board in line with the Mathematics GCSE and
Mathematics A level.
Each A level module is equally weighted and is assessed through written examination. Calculators may be
used in all examinations.
As a fourth subject the AS exam will be taken at the end of year 12.
Further Mathematics A level does not currently involve any coursework.

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021

42

VI Form Prospectus: Subject Information

Pathway 2

Geography
Course Description:
The world we live in is changing. Geography allows you to see why and how it is changing. It can enhance
communication skills, literacy and numeracy, IT literacy, spatial awareness, team working, problem solving
and environmental awareness. You will study a wide range of global issues both in the classroom and
through fieldwork. Geography is an interesting and popular subject at A level.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 5 and 6 in Geography and English Language. This combination of grades can be either way round.

Aims of the course:




Develop and apply your understanding of geographical concepts and processes to understand and interpret our changing world.
Carry out research and out-of-classroom work including fieldwork.
Use a range of skills and techniques, including the use of maps and images at different scales.

Future prospects:





Geography can open doors.
Further education – geographers can go on to study higher level courses
Employment – geographers can go into wide range of jobs including:
Advertising, Education, Marketing, Finance, Law and retailing, town and country planning, sustainable
technologies and energy among many other areas.

Student feedback:
“Geography is challenging because we are doing new things compared to GCSE but it is really
interesting.”
“I really enjoy the fieldwork aspect and going to visit different places.”
“I enjoyed Geography, but I enjoy the challenge of A Level more.”
“I really enjoy the way Geography relates to the real world and the new examples in the news
everyday.”

Subject Teachers:




Mr Forster-Rea (Head of Geography),
Mr Shackleton
Miss Boyce
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Pathway 2

Features of the course:











Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Landscape Systems, Processes and Change: Coastal Landscapes and Change
The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Globalisation
Shaping Places: Regenerating Places
Superpowers
Global Development and Connections: Migration, Identity and Sovereignty
Synoptic Investigation
Coursework: Independent Investigation

A Level Units:
Year 12 Topics and Coursework
Year 13 Topics and Examinations

Physical Geography

Physical Geography

Tectonic Processes and Hazards

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

Landscape Systems, Processes and Change: 
The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Coastal Landscapes and Change

Human Geography

Human Geography

Superpowers

Globalisation

Global Development and Connections:

Shaping Places: Regenerating Places
Migration, Identity and Sovereignty

Synoptic Investigation
Coursework: Independent Investigation


Paper 1 – All Physical Geography Topics

20% of the qualification

70 marks
Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes
The investigation report is internally assessed and 30% of the qualification
105 marks
externally moderated. The student will produce a
Paper 2 – All Human Geography Topics
written report of 3000–4000 words.

The student defines a question or issue for Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes
investigation, relating to the compulsory or optional 30% of the qualification
105 marks
content. The topic may relate to any aspect of
Paper 3 – Synoptic Investigation
geography contained within the specification.
The student’s investigation will incorporate Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes
fieldwork data (collected individually or as part of a 20% of the qualification
70 marks
group) and own research and/or secondary data.
The specification contains three synoptic themes:
The fieldwork, which forms the focus and context of

Players
the individual investigation, may be either human,

Attitudes and actions
physical or integrated physical-human.

Futures and uncertainties.
The investigation report will evidence independent The synoptic investigation will be based on a
analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data geographical issue within a place-based context that
findings and extended writing.
links to the three synoptic themes and is rooted in
two or more of the compulsory content areas.
VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021
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Pathway 1

German
Course Description:
The learning of a foreign language gives you a perspective on a wider world. It fosters the knowledge and
understanding of other cultures and the desire to travel and interact with them. Understanding and
speaking a foreign language gives an increased self esteem as well as the pleasure in actually being able to do
so, and of course it offers unlimited opportunities for work and travel. Students who have studied languages
Post 16 will have an advantage for life, both career-wise and recreationally. Do it at AS or A2 to show an
employer you have breadth of ability.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
You must have at least a grade 7 in German.
You need to have a strong interest in current affairs and world issues, and hold your own opinions on
them, as this makes up much of the content of the course, and it is through this that you demonstrate
the language skills themselves.

Aims of the course:





Learn about the culture, politics and history of Germany.
Study diverse topics including the media, the environment, tourism and human interest news items.
Develop your linguistic skills.
Learn about grammar and how a language really works.

Future prospects:




Any degree course – not just a language one.
A very wide range of careers, including finance, marketing, sales and travel & tourism, as well as the
more traditional translating, interpreting and teaching.
You would be surprised how many jobs actually require languages today.

Student feedback:
“Learning a language teaches you about other countries and cultures. You can communicate
with other nationalities and show an understanding of the importance of co-operation.”
“It is very interesting and looks good on job applications.”

Subject Teachers:




Mrs Heaney-Cox,
Ms Welch
Miss Sorrentino
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Pathway 1

Features of the course:







Explore and develop understanding of the contemporary society and culture
Listen and respond to variety of authentic spoken sources
Manipulate the foreign language accurately in speaking and writing
Understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures
Demonstrate a capacity for critical thinking.
Undertake an independent research project designed to prepare you for university study.

Methods of Assessment:
PAPER 1: Listening, reading and translation




2hr, 80 marks, 40% of A level
Listening to and responding to a variety of passages. Reading and responding to a variety of passages.
Translation from German to English

PAPER 2: Written response to works and translation




2hr 40 min, 120 marks, 30% of A level
Translation from English to German.
Two essays, one on each of the books or films you have studied.

PAPER 3: Speaking




22-23 minutes, 72 marks, 30% of A Level
Discussing a stimulus card presented to you in the exam.
Present your findings from an independent research paper.
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Pathway 2

History
Course Description:
A-Level History is a well respected qualification by both universities and employers. It encourages you to
think analytically and critically about events in the past and helps us to understand the society and world in
which we live today. You will study both key events in British and Russian history

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 5 and 6 in History and English Language. This combination of grades can be either way round.

Aims of the course:




Develop research skills and extended writing skills
Develop analytical and critical thinking skills to help form justified arguments.
Develop your source and evidence evaluation skills

Future prospects:



You can progress to study History at university which can lead to a diverse range of careers including
teaching, legal professions, the civil service and local government.
You can progress to study other Humanities subjects e.g. International Development or Law. History
provides the skills necessary to be successful in these subjects

Student feedback:
“A level History is very interesting and informative, taught in a fun and involving way.”
“A level History is challenging, but it is good to push myself out of my comfort zone”

Subject Teachers:




Mrs Hughes (Head of History),
Mr Benjamin
Miss Duncan

Features of the course:








Tsarist Russia
Russia in Revolution
Stalin’s Russia
The role of Britain in the world 1951-2007
The economic policies of Britain 1951-2007
The social changes within Britain 1951-2007
The changing nature of warfare from Napoleon to the First World War
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Pathway 2

A Level Units:
Component 1H Tsarist and Communist Russia 1855-1964
You will study how Russia was governed and developed from 1855-1917. You will consider how and why
opposition developed during this time, and the extent of social and political change. You will also study how
the USSR changed once it had become Communist. You will consider the changes made by both Lenin and
Stalin, and the success of these regimes. (40% of total A Level mark).

Component 2S The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007
In this unit you will explore the reasons for a post war political consensus, and the role of politicians such as
Churchill, Eden, Macmillan and Home. You will also discover the economic developments from 1951-79, and
the role Britain played in the world at this time. You will also study Britain’s most recent history by considering the impact of Thatcher’s governments. You will also study the social and economic changed made within
Britain from 1979-2007. (40% of total A Level mark)

Component 3 The Changing Nature of Warfare c1800 - 1918
You will have a short introductory taught session to this topic. You will then complete an in-depth enquiry
into how and why warfare has changed since the rise to power of Napoleon until World War One. This will be
internally assessed and externally moderated. (This unit will form 20%of the total A Level marks).

Methods of Assessment:
In year 13, an exam in both Component 1 and 2 will be taken. Component 3 will be an extended essay which
will be marked internally.
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Pathway 1

Maths
Course Description:
Studying A Level Mathematics will teach you to think logically, process information accurately, and to
understand and manipulate numbers and mathematical processes. These are all skills which will benefit you
greatly. Mathematics A level is also one of the most useful subjects for university entry. Many degree
courses may not require specific A level subjects but, of those that do, Mathematics is by far the subject
most commonly required.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Minimum of Grade 7 in GCSE Maths. (Any student not in set 1 must be prepared to fill gaps in their
GCSE knowledge)

Aims of the course:





Study modules in Pure Mathematics
Study modules in Applied Mathematics
Develop skills in logic
Develop analytical skills

Future prospects:



On average, a mathematics graduate can expect to earn around £220,000 more in their lifetime
compared to a person leaving education with two A-levels.
As society becomes more technically dependent, there will be an increasing requirement for people
with a high level of mathematical training. Analytical and quantitative skills are sought by a wide range
of employers. Mathematics provides you with a broad range of skills in problem solving, logical
reasoning and flexible thinking. This leads to careers that are exciting, challenging and diverse in
nature. Whatever your career plans, or if you have no plans at present, a mathematics qualification
provides you with particularly good job prospects.

Student feedback:
“Maths is good because you get instant feedback; it is either right or wrong!”
"It is hard to explain the satisfaction I feel when I solve a really complex problem"

Subject Teachers:





Mrs Dutt
Mrs Bolton
Miss Barlow
Mr Mitchell
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Pathway 1

Features of the course:






We continue to study the relatively new 2017 mathematics syllabus. This is designed to follow on from
the 9-1 GCSE.
Algebra, trigonometry and calculus are all studied in Pure Mathematics.
Statistics explores the analysis, interpretation and presentation of data and will involve the use of a
large data set.
Mechanics is concerned with the study of forces that act on bodies and any resultant motion that they
experience.
For the full A level two year course there will be two Pure Maths exams and one Applied Maths
(Mechanics and Statistics) exam.

A Level Units:




Pure Mathematics 1 (2 hours / 100 marks)
Pure Mathematics 2 (2 hours / 100 marks)
Statistics and Mechanics (2 hours / 100 marks)

Methods of Assessment:
It is planned to continue with the Edexcel (Pearson) exam board in line with the Mathematics GCSE.
Each A level module is equally weighted and is assessed through written examination. Calculators may be
used in all examinations.
Mathematics A level does not currently involve any coursework.
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Pathway 2

Media
Course Description:
Media Studies gives you the opportunity to engage with and analyse a wide range of texts from a breadth of
different social, political and cultural contexts. The course teaches you to understand and appreciate the
means of media production and the influence of producers through the analysis of close study products.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject
Grade 6 in GCSE Media and a Grade 5 In English.

Aims of the course:




Apply media concepts and theories in a range of contexts
Analyse, explain and evaluate contemporary media theory in relations to CSPs
Evaluate the effectiveness of media products in delivering social, cultural and political comment

Future prospects:




This subject lays the foundation for further study of Media or related subjects in higher education.
A wide range of careers including media production, promotion and marketing
An understanding of the power of media to influence society

Student feedback:
“I love Media. Since I began studying the subject I’ve now begun to appreciate the influence of
the media on every aspect of our lives. I feel as though I am now much more critical of the
world around me and the messages we are given by the mass media; this has made me a
better-rounded citizen.”

Subject Teachers:



Mr Green
Mrs Rockingham

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021

51

VI Form Prospectus: Subject Information

Pathway 2

Features of the course:




The key elements of media production and representation
The construction of meaning in media texts
The contexts of media production and consumption

A Level Units:
Year 12

Year 13









Unit 1 Contexts of the Media
Unit 2 Introduction to the CSPs
Unit 3 Media Language
Unit 4 Media Representation




Unit 5 Media industries
Unit 6 Media audiences
Unit
8
Non-examined
(coursework)

assessment

Methods of Assessment:
The assessment for Media Studies is split into 3 parts, as follows:

Media 1 - 2 hours / 84 marks / 35% of A-Level
Section A: Media Language and Media Representations



Advertising & marketing
music video

Section B: Media Industries and Media Audiences




40 marks

40 marks

Radio
Newspapers
film

Media 2 - 2 hours / 84 marks / 35% of A-Level
Questions will be in issues and debates in the following areas:





Television
Magazine
Social & participatory
Video games

Non-Examined Assessment (coursework unit) - 30% (60 marks)



A cross-media production for an intended audience
Evaluative analysis (1600-1800 words)
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Pathway 2

Music
Course Description:
The Edexcel A Level Music qualification requires students to develop and demonstrate composing, performing and listening and analysing skills to a high level, expanding upon the students knowledge and experience
studying GCSE Music. The three areas are all similarly weighted within the course.
Over the two years of study you will develop your performance skills, both as a soloist and an ensemble player, and composition skills in a wide variety of styles and genres. Your listening and analysing skills will be developed further, using a wide selection of music and this will broaden your understanding of how music is
composed, performed and used within the modern world

Qualifications required:





In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Instrumental or Vocal standard equivalent to the ABRSM Grade VI
Grade 6 in GCSE Music
Distinction in BTEC Level 2 Music where Unit 4 (composition) and Unit 5 (Performance) have been
studied

Aims of the course:




To develop your skills in performance, both as a soloist and ensemble musician.
Teaching of composition techniques in a variety of styles and genres of music.
Develop listening and analytical skills in a variety of musical styles and genres.

Future prospects:



Degree and FE courses in Music or Music Technology.
Careers in the music industry, recording industry, theatre and television.

Student feedback:
““It’s a hands on course providing practical experiences in a range of musical activities.”
“Provides a wide range of musical activities and opportunities to progress as a musician and
technologist.”
“The course is allowing me to further my knowledge in the areas of music technology I enjoy
the most.”

Subject Teachers:



Mr Jeffs (Subject Leader)
Mrs Hanson
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Pathway 2

Features of the course:
The A Level Music course focuses on three areas of study, each with similar weighting;


Unit 1: Performing Music (30%)

Unit 2: Composing Music (30%)

Unit 3: Appraising (40%)
All three units run concurrently across the two years of the course, and are formally assessed at the end of
Year 13.

A Level Units:
Unit 1: Performing Music (30%)
This unit is assessed as a public performance of one, or more, pieces, performed as a recital. The performance may be as a soloist or as part of an ensemble, and can use improvising and/or music technology if required.
The total performance time across all piece must be a minimum of eight minutes.

Unit 2: Composing Music (30%)
Within this unit you will develop skills in composing, leading to composing two pieces for assessment. One
piece will be composed to a brief provided by the exam board, while the other piece is in the style/genre of
your choice. One composition is has a minimum length of four minutes, the other a minimum length of one
minute. In total both compositions must have a combined minimum length of six minutes.

Unit 3: Appraising Music (40%)
Within this unit you will study six genres of music, with three set works in each unit.

Vocal Music

Fusions








J. S. Bach, Cantata: Ein feste Burg
Mozart: The Magic Flute
Vaughan Williams: On Wenlock Edge




Debussy: ‘Estampes’
Familia Valera Miranda: Caña Quema
Shankar: Breathing Under Water

Instrumental Music

New Directions








Vivaldi: Concerto in D minor, Op. 3 No. 11
Schumann: Piano Trio in G Minor, Op. 17.
Berlioz: Symphonie Fantastique

Music for Film




Herrmann: Psycho
Portman: The Duchess
Elfman: Batman Returns




Cage: Three Dances for two prepared pianos
Saariaho: Petals for Cello and Electronics
Stravinksy: Le sacre du printemps (The Rite of
Spring)

Assessment is a 2 hour written examination at the
end of Year 13.

Popular Music and Jazz




Beatles: Revolver
Courtney Pine: Back in the Day
Kate Bush: Hounds of Love
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Pathway 2

Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics)
Course Description:
Religious Studies is the ideal course for someone with a curious and deep thinking mind, who wants to engage with some of the most serious questions in human existence. The areas of study range from the deep
philosophical questions of the existence of suffering through to ethical concepts of goodness and what it
means to be a moral person. Religious Studies as a course is designed to get students to think deeply about
a range of contemporary and perennial issues.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 6 in a Humanities subject and English Language.

Aims of the course:




Develop your ability to evaluate and critically analyse major issues and considerations.
Advance your skills in considering the views of others and the impact well known philosophers have
had on the world today.
Understand the issues that face humanity from an existential and moral perspective.

Future prospects:
A Level Philosophy & Ethics is a well-regarded subject that leads very well into higher education, especially in
fields such as Philosophy, Law, History, English and the Social Sciences.

Student feedback:
“Philosophy and Ethics is the only subject where I truly feel like I’m developing intellectually in
terms of my ability to think and evaluate, and not just learning facts. It’s really inspired me to
be more curious and inquisitive.”
“Philosophy and Ethics is a subject which feels really relevant to real life, which seems strange
to say. It deals with the views of people who sometimes died hundreds of years ago, but you
realise very quickly that what they’re saying and what they’re talking about is still as relevant
to us today as it ever has been.”

Subject Teachers:



Mrs Lear (Head of RE)
Mrs Stewart
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Pathway 2

Features of the course:







The study of philosophy and ultimate questions
Exploring the philosophy of belief
Analysing morality and ethical theory
Developing critical and analytical skills
Consideration of contemporary human issues
Understanding of the development of religious thought

A Level Units:
Unit 1: Philosophy
Learners will study:








Ancient philosophical influences
The nature of the soul, mind and body
Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God
The nature and impact of religious experience
The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil
Ideas about the nature of God
Issues in language.

Unit 2: Ethics
Learners will study:






Normative ethical theories
The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance
Ethical language and thought
Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience
Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs.

Unit 3: Developments in Religious Thought
Learners will study:






Religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the
contemporary world
Sources of religious wisdom and authority
Practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition
Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought
Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society

Methods of Assessment:




Unit 1: 2 hour written exam worth 33% of the A Level
Unit 2: 2 hour written exam worth 33% of the A Level
Unit 3: 2 hour written exam worth 33% of the A Level
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Pathway 1

Physics
Course Description:
Physics is the study of what makes everything work – from mobile phones, to computers to the universe
itself. In Physics we study the very small, from the components of atoms and smaller, to the very large such
as stars and galaxies. We make regular use of technology to help us in our experiments as we unlock the
mysteries of nature. Physics is the most basic and fundamental of sciences – and the least restricted in terms
of its field of interest.

Qualifications required:






In In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject
Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or grade 7-6 in GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 7 in GCSE Maths
Grade 5 in English Language
You must also be taking A-level maths to study A-level Physics

Aims of the course:
We follow the AQA specification. Much of the content is delivered using practical demonstrations and
investigations. Students have to complete a minimum of 12 Required Practicals during the course. Our aim
is to inspire students to develop their curiosity about how the universe works and to give them the skills to
explore and problem solve.

Future prospects:




Students with qualifications in physics may choose to go on to courses in engineering or a science
degree, leading to careers in research or in industry advancing technology that has led to innovations
such as mobile phones, MRI scanners or lasers.
Physics students may also progress onto careers in newspapers, government or finance – places where
problem solving abilities and analytical skills are great assets. Physics graduates earn on average
£187,000 more in their career than a student leaving with just ‘A’ levels. This is twice as much as other,
well respected Degrees.
(Source: PricewaterhouseCoopers report, February 2005)

Student feedback:
“It’s great to be able to find something out for yourself” “We work together as a team to
succeed”

“There is always something more to find out!”

Subject Teachers:



Dr Bell (Head of Physics)
Mr Simpson
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Features of the course:






Measurements and their errors
Particles and radiation
Waves
Mechanics and materials
Electricity






Further mechanics and thermal physics
Fields and their consequences
Nuclear physics
Astrophysics

A Level Units:
Year 12

Year 13

Paper 1

Paper 1

This unit assesses Measurements and their errors,
Particles and radiation, Waves, Mechanics and
materials and Electricity. It is a 1 hour 30 minutes
written examination worth 50% of the final year 12
grade. It contains 70 marks of short and long answer
questions split by topic.

This unit assesses Measurements and their errors,
Particles and radiation, Waves, Mechanics and
materials, Electricity and Periodic motion. It is a 2
hour written examination worth 34% of the A2
qualification. It contains 60 marks of short and long
answer questions and 25 multiple choice questions
on content.

Paper 2
This unit assesses the same topics as paper 1. It is
also a 1 hour 30 minutes written examination worth
50% of the final year 12 grade. However it contains
20 marks of short and long answer questions on
practical skills and data analysis, 20 marks of short
and long answer questions from across all areas of
AS content and 30 multiple choice questions.

AS

Paper 2
This unit assesses Thermal physics, Fields and their
consequences and Nuclear physics. It also assumes
knowledge from paper 1. It is a 2 hour written
examination worth 34% of the A2 qualification. It
contains 60 marks of short and long answer
questions and 25 multiple choice questions on
content.

Paper 3

The AS Level no longer counts towards the A2 Level
which is a standalone qualification. All of the content This unit assesses Practical skills and data analysis as
that students learn in year 12 in the AS Level will well the optional topic which students can choose in
also be examined in the year 13 A2 Level.
year 13. It is a 2 hour written examination worth
32% of the A2 qualification. It contains 45 marks of
short and long answer questions on practical
experiments and data analysis and 35 marks of short
and long answer questions on the optional topic of
Astrophysics.

Methods of Assessment:
Year 12 are assessed via internally marked exams. Year 13 units are assessed 100% by written examination
marked externally.
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Pathway 2

Politics
Course Description:
As a politics student you will engage with key political ideas that have shaped our modern thinking, explore
different modern political systems and gain a greater understanding of the political world around you. The
course is focussed on the UK and the US Systems of government and politics, and includes a comparative
study of these. We follow the Edexcel 2017 exam specification.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 6 and 6 in a Humanities subject and English Language. This combination of grades can be either
way round.

Aims of the course:





Critical understanding of key philosophers and their political ideologies
Ability to evaluate the UK political system including; democracy, party politics and elections.
Ability to evaluate key aspects of US politics including; the Presidency, the Constitution and the judicial
system.
Ability to make analytical comparisons between the UK and US political systems.

Future prospects:
Politics introduces students to the skills needed to analyse and evaluate concepts in depth. The emphasis on
the development of legislation, its subsequent impact, and the power of the judiciary is suitable for those
considering law as further study. The understanding of key political concepts, and the comparative element
of paper three also compliments those undertaking further study in politics or international relations. Finally,
the focus on political ideas is also valuable for those looking to pursue philosophy or economics.

Subject Teachers:



Mr Benjamin
Mr. Berrill.

Features of the course:





Government and Politics of the UK
Government and Politics of the USA and Comparative Politics
Political Ideas (conservatism, liberalism, socialism)
Feminism
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Pathway 2

A Level Units:
The Government of the UK

Political Ideas

Students will study:

Pupils will study three key core ideologies:



The nature and sources of the British 
Liberalism
Constitution

Conservatism

The structure and role of parliament

Socialism

The Prime Minister and the Cabinet
As part of this topic, pupils will learn about the key

The judiciary
principles of these ideas, debates, issues and thinkers

Devolution
within them.

Democracy and participation
Pupils will also do a depth study on a fourth political

Elections and referendums
topic. The one we will be focusing on is feminism.

Political parties
Pupils will be learning about the core ideas and

Pressure groups
principles of feminism, feminist views on human

The European Union
nature, the state, society and the economy. They will
Government and Politics of the USA and
explore liberal feminism, radical feminism and
Comparative Politics
socialist feminism.

The constitutional framework of the US
As part of this topic pupils will learn about the
government
following key thinkers:

The legislative branches of government:

Charlotte Perkins Gilman
congress, president and judiciary

Simone de Beauvoir

The electoral process and direct democracy

Kate Millett

The electoral process and direct democracy

Shelia Rowbotham

Political parties

bell hooks

Pressure groups

Civil rights

Comparative politics – structural, rational and
cultural comparisons between the US and UK

Methods of Assessment:
A2 Exams, all 2 hour exams worth 33.3% of the overall A Level

Paper 1 – Government and politics in the UK


A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions

Paper 2 – Government and politics of the USA and comparative politics


A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions

Paper 3 – Political Ideas


A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions
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Product Design
Course Description:
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge
and confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially those in the creative industries. They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on design and technology, whilst
enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing products of their choice. Students will
gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by
higher education and employers.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 6 or above in a GCSE Design & Technology subject
Grade 6 in Maths

Aims of the course:









Develop intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of products and systems, and their
impact on daily life and the wider world
Work collaboratively to develop and refine their ideas, responding to feedback from users, peers and
expert practitioners
Gain an insight into the creative, engineering and/or manufacturing industries
Develop the capacity to think creatively, innovatively and critically through focused research and the
exploration of design opportunities arising from the needs, wants and values of users and clients
Develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials, components and processes associated
with the creation of products that can be tested and evaluated in use
Be able to create and analyse a design concept and use a range of skills and knowledge from other
subject areas, including maths and science, to inform decisions in design and the application or
development of technology
Be able to work safely and skilfully to produce high-quality prototypes/products

Future prospects:
You can progress on to:



Design degree courses, although this course is a particularly good introduction to a Product Design or
Industrial Design related subject.
A wide range of careers including design, engineering and architecture.

Student feedback:
‘It has helped me to understand the design process and use my creative skills to develop an
existing product.’

Subject Teachers:



Mrs S Lane
Mrs S Johnson
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Features of the course:









Efficient use, application and testing of materials
Product development and improvement
Inclusive design
Ergonomics and anthropometrics
How modern products are designed
Social, Moral, Cultural and Environmental issues relating to designing and making
Health and safety issues
Manufacturing systems

A Level Units:
Unit Paper 1

Non-exam assessment (NEA)





25% of A level

Written exam – 2 hours
The core technical principles and core designing and
making principles are assessed in a two hour written
examination. The paper includes a mixture of short
answer, multiple choice and extended response
questions.

Paper 2

50% of A level
This is the practical application of technical principles,
designing and making principles and specialist
knowledge. It is a substantial design and make task
which should take up to but not more than 45 hours
in total. The evidence will be written or in a digital
design portfolio, with photographic evidence of final
prototype.



25% of A level

Written exam – 2 hours
Specialist knowledge, technical and designing and
making principles are assessed in a two hour written
examination. The paper includes a mixture of short
answer, multiple choice and extended response
questions. The paper is broken up into two sections:
Section A:


Product Analysis.

Up to 6 short answer questions based on visual
stimulus of product(s).
Section B:



Commercial manufacture.
Mixture of short and extended response
questions

Methods of Assessment:



Both papers are marked externally.
The NEA is marked by the centre and moderated by the exam board.
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Sociology
Course Description:
Sociology is the third most popular subject chosen at A Level across the UK. You will acquire knowledge of
contemporary British society and look at social changes over the last 50 years. You will be encouraged to develop your own social awareness through active engagement with modern British society. Sociology is a subject which develops critical thinking along with analytical and evaluative writing skills.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 5 and 6 in a Humanities subject and English Language. This combination of grades can be either
way round.

Aims of the course:
Develop an understanding of how family structures, educational experiences, interaction with the media and
criminal activity affects our lives and life chances. Also to consider and evaluate differences in experiences
between Social class, Age, Gender and Ethnicity within society.
In addition, students will apply key sociological theory such as Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, New Right
and Interactionism in order to understand key debates within society.

Future prospects:
You can progress to study Sociology at university which can lead to a diverse range of careers including
Teaching, legal professions and wider careers within the Criminal Justice System. Psychology or Social Services as well as careers within the Media industry. Sociology aims to give students a broad understanding of
society and therefore suits anyone going into a career working with the public.

Student feedback:
“Sociology is relevant, engaging and provides answers to questions about our society.”
“Sociology makes a lot of sense!”

Subject Teachers:



Miss A Williams - Head of Sociology
Ms N Shearer – Teacher of Sociology

Features of the course:



Families and households
Education with methods in context
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A Level Units:
Families and Households

society.

The relationship of the family to the social structure
and social change, with particular reference to the
economy and to state policies. Changing patterns of
marriage,
cohabitation,
separation,
divorce,
child‑bearing and the life course, and the diversity of
contemporary family and household structures.

Differential educational achievement of social groups
by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary
society.

Relationships and processes within schools, with
particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships,
pupil subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the
The nature and extent of changes within the family, organisation of teaching and learning.
with reference to gender roles, domestic labour and The significance of educational policies, including
power relationships.
selection, comprehensivisation and marketisation, for
The nature of childhood, and changes in the status of an understanding of the structure, role, impact and
experience of education.
children in the family and society.
Demographic trends in the UK since 1900; reasons for The application of sociological research methods to
the study of education.
changes in birth rates, death rates and family size.

Crime and Deviance

Media

Theories of media and the relationship with society. Theories of crime, deviance, social order and social
The underrepresentation of different groups: class, control.
status and power; ethnicity, age and disability.
The social distribution of crime and deviance by
ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent
The social construction of the media.
patterns and trends in crime.
Changes from traditional to new media.
Globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the
The nature, extent and significance of the media in
media and crime; green crime; human rights and
society.
state crimes.

Education

Methods of crime control, surveillance, prevention
The role and purpose of education, including and punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal
vocational education and training, in contemporary justice system and other agencies.

Methods of Assessment:
2 hour exams worth 33.3% of the 
overall A Level

Paper 1 – Education with
Theory and Methods



Paper 2 – Topics in Sociology


Education, 50 marks, short
answer and extended writing

Methods in Context, 20
marks, extended writing
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Theory and Methods, 10 Paper 3 – Crime and Deviance
marks, extended writing
with Theory and Methods


Section A – Family and
Households,
40
marks,
extended writing

Section B –Media, 40, marks
extended writing

Crime and Deviance, 50
marks, short answer and
extended writing
Theory and Methods, 30
marks, extended writing
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Spanish
Course Description:
The learning of a foreign language gives you a perspective on a wider world. It fosters the knowledge and
understanding of other cultures and the desire to travel and interact with them. Understanding and
speaking a foreign language gives an increased self esteem as well as the pleasure in actually being able to do
so, and of course it offers unlimited opportunities for work and travel. Students who have studied languages
Post 16 will have an advantage for life, both career-wise and recreationally. Learning a language at A Level
shows an employer you have breadth of ability.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 1 subject.
Grade 7 in GCSE Spanish

Aims of the course:





Learn about the culture, politics and history of Spain.
Study diverse topics including the media, the environment, tourism and human interest news items.
Develop your linguistic skills.
Learn about grammar and how a language really works.

Future prospects:




Any degree course – not just a language one.
A very wide range of careers, including finance, marketing, sales and travel & tourism, as well as the
more traditional translating, interpreting and teaching.
You would be surprised how many jobs actually require languages today.

Student feedback:
“Learning a language teaches you about other countries and cultures. You can communicate
with other nationalities and show an understanding of the importance of co-operation.”
“It is very interesting and looks good on job applications.”

Subject Teachers:



Ms Hewes
Ms Howley
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Features of the course:







Explore and develop understanding of the contemporary society and culture
Listen and respond to variety of authentic spoken sources
Manipulate the foreign language accurately in speaking and writing
Understand and apply the grammatical system and a range of structures
Demonstrate a capacity for critical thinking.
Complete an independent research project designed to prepare you university study.

A Level Units:
PAPER 1: Listening, reading and translation




2hr, 80 marks, 40% of A level
Listening to and responding to a variety of passages. Reading and responding to a variety of passages.
Translation from Spanish to English

PAPER 2: Written response to works and translation




2hr 40 min, 120 marks, 30% of A level
Translation from English to Spanish.
Two essays, one on each of the books and films you have studied.

PAPER 3: Speaking




22-23 minutes, 72 marks, 30% of A Level
Discussing a stimulus card presented to you in the exam.
Present your findings from an independent research paper.

Methods of Assessment:
Terminal exam at end of Year 13.
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BTEC Applied Science
Course Description:
This is a two-year vocational course which aims to give you an opportunity to gain a nationally recognised A
level equivalent qualification that will enable you to seek employment in all Scientific sectors. You will develop a detailed understanding in such areas as: the fundamentals of the three Science disciplines, practical
techniques and the use of Science in industry.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Tier 2 subject.
You should also have a Grade 5 in both Core & Additional Science. Also a grade 4 in both English and
Mathematics.

Aims of the course:




Applied Science is a practical, work-related course. You learn by completing projects and assignments
that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.
You will complete four units over the two years of the course. Two of the units are externally marked
and two are internally assessed by tutors and externally validated by the awarding body.
Unit one is via examination (25%) and Unit 3 is via a practical based assessment task (33%) making a
total of 58% external assessment.

Future prospects:
This course is particularly relevant for those students who wish to enter areas of laboratory science, forensic
science, medical science or environmental science. It can also be used to apply for degrees at University.

Student feedback:
“The mixture of practical and academic knowledge means that I know what I am talking
about when it comes to jobs and university choices.”

Subject Teachers:




Mr Smith-Martin
Mr Brown
Mr Andrews
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Features of the course:
There is a good balance of the academic and practical, giving students a wide perspective of the areas that
they study.

A Level Units:
Unit 1 – Principles & Applications of Science Unit 3 – Scientific Investigation Skills
This unit covers the main key concepts in Biology, This unit will cover the stages involved and the skills
Chemistry and Physics. The main areas include: needed in planning a scientific investigation:
animal and plant cells; tissues; atomic structure and 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
bonding; chemical and physical properties of
scientific concepts, procedures, processes and
substances related to their uses; waves and their
techniques and their application in a practical
application in communications.. It will enable the
investigative context
students to:

Interpret and analyse qualitative and
quantitative scientific information to make

use the necessary skills to measure quantities
reasoned judgements and draw conclusions
for chemical reactions
based on evidence in a practical investigative

use the correct equipment to identify structures
context
and functions in types of cells
Evaluate practical investigative procedures used

investigate different types of energy and their 
and their effect on the qualitative and
transfers
quantitative scientific information obtained to

communicate scientific information effectively.
make reasoned judgements
Unit 2 – Practical Scientific Procedures and
Students will have to pick their remaining unit from
Techniques
the list below and will be able to specialise in areas of
This unit will be introduced to quantitative laboratory interest.
techniques, calibration, chromatography, calorimetry 
Physiology of Human Body Systems
and laboratory safety which are relevant to the 
Human Regulation and Reproduction
chemical and life science industries. It will enable the 
Applications of inorganic chemistry
students to:

Application of organic chemistry



Know how procedures are followed and
communicated in the scientific workplace.
Be able to demonstrate safe working practices
in the scientific workplace.

Methods of Assessment:
BTEC Applied Science assignments are over four units.





25 % Unit 1 – Principles & Applications of Science (90 GLH) – by external examination.
25% Unit 2 – Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques (90 GLH) – internal assessment.
33%
Unit 3 – Science Investigation Skills (120 GLH) – completed under supervision and externally
marked by the examination board.
17% Optional unit (60 GLH) – internal assessment.
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BTEC Business
Course Description:
For those students thinking of a career in management, or just interested in the business world around
them, there are few better ways of getting an overview and understanding of how businesses operate than
the BTEC National Extended Certificate in Business. The course is equivalent to one A level. You will develop
a range of specialist skills and knowledge that will equip you in the competitive worlds of both employment
and university.
The course is built to accommodate the needs of employers and allow progression to university. It provides a
more practical, real world approach to learning alongside a key, theoretical background. The BTEC in Business is recognised by a range of universities, employers and professional bodies across the United Kingdom,
who had an input into writing the qualification.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject
You need not have studied Business before.
Grade 5 or above in English and Maths.

Aims of the course:







To provide students with an in depth understanding of the operations and structures of businesses and
the environments they operate in
To equip students with the skills required to succeed in employment or at university
To learn independently
To actively research and apply knowledge
To analyse real businesses using theory and practice
To evaluate and resolve business related problems

Future prospects:
This course is particularly relevant for those students who wish to enter, or have a strong interest in business
fields that include human resource management, business planning, finance and marketing. It can also be
used to apply for business related degrees at university.

Student feedback:
“This is definitely a subject I want to take further. It has helped build my confidence.”
“I certainly know more about what is happening in the world around me.”

Subject Teachers:




Mrs Blake
Miss Coe
Mr Parsons.
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Features of the course:
The course is based on real business life situations and simulations where students develop a range of academic and employability skills. As such, being a good balance of the academic and practical, it gives students
a wide perspective of the issues that they study and the wider (business) world.
The course has been written in conjunction with a range of UK universities and business organisations including Barclays, John Lewis, Let’s Talk Shop, Npower and the Peter Jones Foundation
In addition, BTEC Level 3 Business has been approved by some professional bodies including the Chartered
Institute of Personnel & Development, the Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply and the Chartered
Management Institute.

A Level Units:
Unit 1: Exploring Businesses (internally assessed coursework) 25%
In this unit students investigate the purposes of different businesses, their structure, the effect the external
environment has on them and how they need to be dynamic and innovative to survive.

Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign (externally assessed 3 hour written exam) 25%
In this unit students gain skills relating to develop a budgeted marketing campaign for a given organisation.

Unit 3: Personal & Business Finance (externally assessed 2 hour written examination) 33%
In this unit students study the purpose and importance of personal and business finance. You will develop
the skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse and prepare financial information.

Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection Process (internally assessed coursework) 17%
In this unit students explore how the recruitment process is carried out in a business. The unit also gives you
the opportunity to participate in selection interviews and review candidates’ performance.

Methods of Assessment:



Units 1 and 8 are coursework based, internally assessed and externally moderated.
Unit 2 is an externally assessed written exam.
Unit 3 is an externally set examination.



58% External Assessment 42% internal Assessment across the 2 years
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BTEC Health and Social Care
Course Description:
This is a two-year vocational course which aims to give you an opportunity to gain a nationally recognised A
level equivalent qualification that will enable you to seek employment in the health or social care sectors.
You will develop a detailed understanding in such areas as: effective communication in health and social care
settings; equality, diversity and rights in health and social care; anatomy physiology; physiological disorders
and health, safety and security.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Tier 2 subject.
For pupils who have studied Health and Social Care at Level 2, a minimum Merit grade is required. Also
a grade 5 in English Language will be required.

Aims of the course:




Health & Social Care is a practical, work-related course. You learn by completing projects and
assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.
You will complete four units over the two years of the course. Two of the units are externally marked
and two are internally assessed by tutors and externally validated by the awarding body.
Unit one is via examination (25%) and Unit 2 is also via examination (33%) making a total of 58%
external assessment.

Future prospects:
This course is particularly relevant for those students who wish to enter, or have a strong interest in health
and social care fields including nursing, midwifery, nursery work, social work and allied professions such as
the police or the probation service. It can also be used to apply for degrees at university such as nursing and
social work.

Student feedback:
“The mixture of practical and academic knowledge means that I know what I am talking
about when it comes to jobs and university choices.”
“It is exciting finding out just what happens in the world of health and social care and the impact I can make.”

Subject Teachers:



Miss McLaughlin
Miss Peters .
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Features of the course:
It is a good balance of the academic and practical, giving students a wide perspective of the issues that they
study. Some aspects will be based on work experience with visits to various Health and social care providers.

A Level Units:
Unit 1 – Human Lifespan Development
This unit cover physical, intellectual, emotional and social development across the human lifespan, and the
factors affecting development and the effects of aging. The unit will:



Analyse and evaluate information related to human development theories/models and factors
affecting human growth and development.
Make connections between theories/models in relation to human development, factors affecting
human growth and development and effects of ageing.

Unit 2 – Working in Health & Social Care
This unit explores what it is like to work in the health and social care sector, including the roles and
responsibilities of workers and organisations. It explores:



Analyse and evaluate information related to the roles and responsibilities of health and social care
workers and organisations and how workers and organisations are monitored and regulated.
Make connections between the roles and responsibilities of health and social care workers and
organisations, how workers and organisations are monitored and regulated and how multidisciplinary
teams work together to meet service user needs.

Unit 6 – Meeting Individuals Care and Support Needs


This unit focuses on the principles and practicalities that underpin meeting individual care and support
needs, which are the foundation of all the care disciplines. It will encourage them to:

Examine principles, values and skills which underpin meeting the care and support needs of individuals

Examine the ethical issues involved when providing care and support to meet individual needs

Investigate the principles behind enabling individuals with care and support needs to overcome
challenges

Investigate the roles of professionals and how they work together to provide the care and support
necessary to meet individual needs.
Students will have to pick their remaining unit from the list below and will be able to specialise in areas of
interest.



Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
Physiological Disorders and Their Care.

Methods of Assessment:
BTEC Health & Social Care assignments are over four units.





25 %
33%
25%
17%

Unit 1 – Human Lifespan Development (90 GLH) – by external examination.
Unit 2 – Working in Health & Social care (120 GLH) – by external examination.
Unit 6 – Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs (90 GLH) - internal assessment.
Optional unit (60 GLH) – internal assessment.
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BTEC Information Technology
Course Description:
With the world around us becoming more dependent on the use of technology, a course in ICT will support
students in any job role that they wish to pursue following their KS5 studies. The course provides students
with many transferrable skills such as: using social media for business; database management and
manipulation and planning and management skills. For those students thinking of a career in the IT industry
or just interested in the world around them, there are few better ways of getting an overview and
understanding of how ICT can support business. The course is equivalent to one A level. You will develop a
range of specialist skills and knowledge that will equip you in the competitive worlds of both employment
and university.
The course provides a more practical, real world approach to learning alongside a key, theoretical
background. The BTEC in ICT is recognised by a range of universities, employers and professional bodies
across the United Kingdom, who had an input into writing the qualification.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade 4 and 5 in English Language and Maths. This combination of grades can be either way round.

Aims of the course:






To allow you to gain an understanding of how ICT systems is used in the work place to manage
information and allow the organisation to function on a daily basis.
To allow you to gain an understanding of how Social Media can be used in the work pace to benefit a
business.
To develop ICT skills and competencies that will support you in future IT and non IT related careers.
To allow you to develop cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach nonroutine problems applying expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology
To allow you to develop intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively and negotiating.

Future prospects:
control systems, Systems Analyst, Business and Information Systems. Skills are also transferrable to many
other job roles.

Student feedback:
“ICT is a great subject, you need patience but it is worthwhile.”

Subject Teachers:




Mr R Chambers
Mr S Maher
Mrs N Saleh
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Features of the course:
Students will understand:









How to design, create, test and evaluate a relational database system that manages information.
How to examine the structure of data, its origins and how an efficient data design follows through to
an effective and useful database.
How to examine a given scenario and develop an effective design solution to produce a database
system.
How to test a solution to ensure it works correctly
How to evaluate each stage of the development process and the effectiveness of your database
solution.
How businesses use social media to promote their products and services.
How to implement social media activities in a business to meet a business’s promotional requirements.
How to design, test, create and evaluate a website for a given purpose.

A Level Units:
Year 12 Units

Year 13 Units

Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information

Unit 1: information Technology Systems



Externally assessed 5 hour on screen exam, 
Externally assessed 90 minute written exam
submitted electronically 25%
33%
Unit 3: Using Social Media in Business
Unit 6 : Website development


Internally Assessed coursework 21%



Internally assessed coursework 21%

Methods of Assessment:
58% External Assessment 42% internal Assessment across the 2 years
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BTEC Music Technology
Course Description:
The New Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music – “Sound Engineering” was launched in
September 2018, and enables students who have completed the Level 2 BTEC Certificate qualification to
develop their skills and understanding further within a vocational qualification system.
The course will focus on core skills in “Studio Recording Techniques” and “Digital Audio Workstation
Production”, with optional units covering mixing and mastering, live sound and studio design and acoustics.
The course prepares students for further education and employment in the Music Industry, with the
students able to choose a specialism or area of interest to develop within the course.

Qualifications required:




In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Grade C in GCSE Music
Merit in BTEC Level 2 Music

Aims of the course:




To develop skills in audio recording, production, live sound and studio design.
Teaching of pre and post-production music skills within an industry based setting.
Develop skills and opportunities vital for success in the music industry.

Future prospects:



Degree and FE courses in Music Technology, Film Music or Studio work.
Careers in the music industry, recording industry, theatre and television.

Student feedback:
“It’s a hands on course providing practical experiences in a range of musical activities.”
“Provides a wide range of musical activities and opportunities to progress as a musician and
technologist.”
“The course is allowing me to further my knowledge in the areas of music technology I enjoy
the most.”

Subject Teachers:


Mr Jeffs
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Features of the course:
The BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Music Technology course enables the development of skills in;


Live sound and mixing techniques

Skills and techniques in recording and production

Professional practise in the Music Industry
Working within a smaller, skilled cohort enables increased opportunities for classroom, extra-curricular and
industry based experience, including working with local groups and organisations in the presentation,
creation and development of events and performance opportunities.

A Level Units:
The units currently delivered within the course are;

Year 12




Live Sound Techniques
Studio Recording Techniques
Mixing and Mastering Techniques

Year 13


Digital Audio Workstation Production

Studio Design and Acoustics
The qualification is equivalent in size to one A level and provides a focused course of study covering both the
music industry and performance, with technical elements engaged in music production unit.
Essentially focused on professional sound techniques, the mandatory units focus on Live Sound Techniques
and DAW Production, with optional skills development in techniques that support and develop these areas.
Students will work outside of the classroom to develop some of these skills, using industry standard equipment and resources to develop skill appropriate for the professional music environment.

Methods of Assessment:
Assessment coursework tasks are assessed internally and moderated by the examination board.
33% of the course is Externally Assessed by a Standards Verifier, with other units Internally Verified and
monitored within the school.

VI Form Prospectus 2020– 2021

76

VI Form Prospectus: Subject Information

Pathway 2

BTEC Sport
Course Description:
A qualification designed to provide specialist work related skills for the Sport Industry and University
entrance.
Gives learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare them for employment or
sports based degree.

The National Extended certificate provides equivalent UCAS points to 1 GCE A Level.

Qualifications required:



In line with the entry requirements for a Pathway 2 subject.
Merit in the online exam at BTEC level 2 Sport.

Aims of the course:
A broad basis of study for the sport sector and to support progression to higher education

Future prospects:
This course provides currency for entry to a plethora of higher education courses.

Subject Teachers:



Mr Hughes
Mr Folwell
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A Level Units:
Year 12
Unit 1 – Anatomy and Physiology in Sport (Mandatory)


Focus; Skeletal, Muscular, Cardio-vascular, Respiratory and Energy Systems and how they respond to
exercise.

Assessed – External Examination 11/2 hrs
Unit 2 – Fitness training and programming for health, sport and wellbeing (Mandatory externally assessed
synoptic)


Focus: Screening clients for lifestyle assessments and understanding training methods and programming. Supporting improvements in the above

Year 13
Unit 3 Professional Development in The Sports Industry (Mandatory)


Focus; 1 Knowledge and skills required for different career pathways in the sports industry.

Assessed – Internally through 4 assignments
Unit 5 Application Of Fitness testing



Focus; 1 Understanding the principles behind fitness testing. 2. Exploring fitness tests for different
components of fitness. 3. Evaluation and feedback of fitness test results
Assessed – Internally through 2 assignments

Methods of Assessment:




External examination
Externally assessed synoptic
Internally assessed externally moderated coursework assignments
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