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Providing for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
 
 
The 1988 Education Reform Act began as follows: 
'The curriculum for a maintained school (must be) a balanced and broadly based curriculum which — 
(a) Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society; and 
(B) prepares such pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.' 
 
The spiritual, moral, social and cultural elements of pupils’ development are inter-related with much overlap between them, not least in respect of spirituality 
and its links to pupils' attitudes, morals, behaviour in society, and cultural understanding. However, it is useful to track their delivery separately across the 
school’s provision in order to ensure clarity of understanding and consistency of delivery. This booklet supports schools as they review their existing provision 
and plan for future developments. 
 
The starting point is how well the school provides an environment in which pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural deve lopment can flourish. The climate and 
values of a school may be evident from the moment one enters it: whether it is welcoming, keen to help the visitor, and proud of the achievement of those who 
work and learn there.  
 
Is there a drive for learning and respect for reflective responses?  
Other pointers include: 
 the values projected by staff, governors and pupils; 
 the relationships it encourages between pupils and staff and between pupils; 
 the way staff address each other and  pupils; 
 the way pupils address and care for each other; 
 the way disputes and dissent are dealt with; 
 the quality of the physical environment; 
 the range of opportunities provided by the school outside the formal curriculum; 
 the relationships developed by the school with the wider community; and 
 The tone and content of material published by the school. 
 
In addition, some activities will be consciously planned to contribute to pupils' SMSC development; for example, activities such as assemblies, acts of collective 
worship, extra-curricular programmes and lessons in PSHE, citizenship, careers education and guidance, SRE and drug education. There will also be important 
contributions from National Curriculum subjects. See appendix for information about the Assembly programme and the links with the Pastoral team. 
 
Inspectors and other evaluators will draw on all these sources and more, when reaching judgements about the quality of pupils' SMSC development and what 
the school does to promote it.  

 


